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PHYSICAL THERAPY BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

ORDER OF ADOPT!ON

The Physical Therapy Boérd of Califomia proposes to ameﬂd sections 1398.26. 1 in

Article 2 of Division 13.2 of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, as follows:

1398.26.1. Satlsfactory Documentary Evrdence of Equivalent Foretgn Educatlon
: Qegfee for Llcensure asa Phys:cai Therap:st or Physxcal Theraplst Ass:stant

(a) This section is only applicable to those applicants who are graduates of non-
accredited physical therapy educational programs fthat'a're not located in the United
States and applying for licensure on or after the effective date of this'reg’uylation.

(b) For the purposes of determining educational equivalency for Q,hysyical therapist
licensure, the credential evaluation services will evaluate foreign educational
credentials based on the corresponding appropriate ,Fedératio'n of State Boards of
Physical Therapy's (FSBPT) Coursework Evaluation 'Tool' For Foreign Educated
Physxcal Therapists (CWT)WMWWMWM%{M

ze%in accordance With subsection \(e).

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), if an applicant was evaluated utilizing the CWT

described in paragraph (6) of subdivision (e). the board shall accept that evaluation

in lieu of the corresponqu CWT
(d) For the purposes of determining educatlonal equtvalencv for physical therapist
assistant licensure. the credential evaluation services will evaluate foreign

educational credentials based on the Coursework Tool for Foreign Educated
Physical Therapist Assistants (PTA Tool) in accordance with subsection (e).

(e} For the purpose of this regulation, the six following publications are incorporated by
reference:
(1) FSBPT Coursework Tool For Foreign Educated Physma! Therapists Who
Graduated before 1978 - CWT 1 {2004); (Rev. 2014-11).
(2) FSBPT Coursework Tool For Foreign Educated Physical Therapists Who
Graduated From 1978 to 1991 - CWT 2 {2004); (Rev. 2014-11).

PhysscatTherapy Board of Cahforma S Adopted Text S ’ , e Page 1 of2
Section Affected: 16 CCR 1398.26.1 Satisfactory Documentary Evidence of 12/14/2022
Equnvalent Foreign Education {Coursework Tools)



https://2007).in

(3) FSBPT Coursework Tool For Foreign Educated Physical Theyrap'ists Who
Graduated From 1992 to 1997 - CWT 3 (2004); (Rev. 2014-11).

Graduated From 1988 to June 30, 2009 - CWT 4 {2004); (Rev. 2015-05
Summary).

(4) FSBPT Coursework Tool For Foreign Educated Physical Therapists Who

(5) FSBPT Coursework Tool For Foreign Educated Physical Therapists Who
Graduated after June 30, 2009 to December 31, 2016 - CWT 5 {2004)-(Rev.
2009-07-2014-11).

{Rev. 2016-10) for implementation January 1, 2017.

(6) ESBPT Coursework Tool For Foreign Educated Physical Therapists — CWT 6

(7) FSBPT Coursework Tootl for For Physical Therapist Assistants - PTA Tool 1
(Rev. 2012-12). 2007-{2004)-

(8) FSBPT Coursework Tool for Physical Therapist Assistants —~ PTA Tool 2
Implementation Date February 15, 2017,

Note: Authority cited: Section 2615, Business and Professions Code.

Reference: Sections 2650,—and 2653, and 2654, Business and Professions Code.
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Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
124 West Street South Third Floor Alexandria, VA 22314
Telephone: 703.299.3100 Fax: 703.299.3110
Copyright © 2004 FSBPT.
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Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
Coursework Tool 1
Page 1

INTRODUCTION

The Coursework Tools for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists (CWT) were developed by the Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) in response to the needs of its member jurisdictions for a standardized method
to evaluate the educational equivalence of foreign educated physical therapists. Each CWT reflects the minimum
general and professional edticational requirements for substantial equivalence at the time of graduation with
respect to a US first professional degree in physical therapy. Adoption of the tools would allow the same mobility
of fcrexgn educated physical therapists as that afforded to US educated gradaates Coursework Tools should not be
interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual’s educational preparation or competence to practlce CWT 1lis
based upon the 1955 educational criteria estabhshed by the Amencan Medical Assoc:atson

The CWT that reﬂects current standards may be used to determine qualifications for prescreening certification for
the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services {USCIS). They are also designed to be used by credentialing
organizations and education programs. In addition, the CWTs may be used as a self-evaluation method to guxde
foreign educated physncal theraplsts in comparmg thezr educatton toUs standards

Rev. 2014-11
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- OVERVIEW

Summary

The applicant must meet the requirement of not less than 105 semester credit hours. The 105 semester credits do
not meet the minimal requirement of a BS degree, thus electives could be included to meet the minimum of 120
credit hours and the baccalaureate degree. The minimum coursework requirements, in and of themselves, do not
necessarily satisfy the requirements of the baccalaureate degree. The applicant must have completed sufficient
credit to satisfy the requirement for a baccalaureate degree. The applicant must also meet any jurisdiction-specific
requirements.

General Education

General education in the areas of humanities, physical science, biological science, social science, behavioral
science, and mathematics, must be identified. A minimum of a one-semester course must be successfully
completed in each area of general education unless otherwise noted.

Note: Some jurisdictions may require a specific number of semester credits. The applicant must meet the specific
requirements in the jurisdiction where they are seeking licensure.

1. Humanities

a. English e. Literature
b. English composition f. Art
¢. Speech or oral communication g. Music
d. Foreign language (other than native
language)

2. Physical Science
a. Chemistry with laboratory (recommended)
b.- Physics with laboratory (recommended)
¢. Geology
-d. Astronomy

3. Biological Science

a. Biology ) e. Kinesiology
b. Anatomy (recommended) f. Neuroscience
c. Physiology (recommended) g. Genetics

d. Zoology )

4. Social Science

a. History d. Economics
b. Geography e. Political science
¢. Sociology f. Religion

5. Behavioral Science
a. Psychology ( recommended) c. Philosophy
b. Anthropology d. Ethics

6. Mathematics
No Requirement or Recommendation

Rev. 2014-11
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Professional Education
Forty-five semester credits shall be the minimum requured in professional education, reflecting no less than 12
months of study.

1. Basm Health Science
~Content area is required in each topic listed (a through dj under basic health sciences.
: -a. Human anatomy: may have been taken pre-PT (specific to physical therapy)
-b. Human physiology: may have been taken pre-PT {specific to physica} therapy)
¢. Kinesiology or functional anatomy
~d.Pathology :

2. Medical and Clinical Science. S ‘
To prepare a competent physical therapist practitioner, the educatlon must incorporate the essentlal elements of
Examination and intervention. Therefore, educational coursework must contain all of the foliowing:
a. Clinical medicine pertinent to physical therapy. This must mclude but not be limited to:
1. General Medical Surgical Conditions :

b. Physical therapist coursework must include but not be limited to:
1. Musculoskeletal System o 2, Neuromuscular System
a. Examination’ ‘ ‘ o a. Examination '

3. Tests & Measures
a. Shall include Exam and Evaf

c. Physuca therapxst coursework must mclude but is not iimlted to
1. Musculoskeletal Interventions
2. Neuromuscular interventions
3. Physncal Agents/E ectrotherapy '

3. Chnlcal Educatlon , f : : :
Clinical education must include physmal therap:st»supemsed application of physical therapy. The applicant must
have a minimurmn of 600 hours total, which are completéed in multiple sites and superwsed by a physical therapist
The max:mum number of full time clinical education credzts is 15, ~ ;

4.  Related Professional;Coursework

a. Administration o d. Legal and ethical aspects of physical therapy practice
b. Psychosocial aspects in phys:cal ‘

therapy practice : e Medical terminology

¢. Community heaith . Communication (related to client/patient care}

Rev. 2014-11




Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
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Page 4
EVALUATION CHECKLIST
Name: Date
Séhdé!: - Coi.m‘cryr
begréé: AAAA

Reviewing Organization:

Reviewer(s):

Signature of Issuing Organization’s Authorized Representative:

Print Name and Title:

Note for Reviewing Organizations: Please affix official organization seal to each page of the Evaluation Checklist
for authentication purposes.

General Education

1 A. HUMANITIES:

17.

‘ CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
1 One course minimum

1. English®

2. English Composition™®

3. Speech or Oral Communication

4. Foreign Language {other than native

~ language)
1 5. Literature
4 6. Art

Music

1 8. Native Language

the applicant to demonstrate English proficiency.

Rev. 2014-11
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B. PHYSICAL SCIENCE:
4 One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS | TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

‘1. Chemistry with laboratory
§ (Course )* .

{1 2. Physics with laboratory
1 {Course 1)*

3. erol‘ogy ;

4, AStrQnomy

*Recommended

{ C. BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE:
| One course minimum

_CREDIT HOURS , - TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE.

Biology -

Anatomy *

Physiology *

Zoology

Kinesiology -

Neuroscience

Npolwp P Wi e

Genetics

¥ Could be ‘conibletedtyé“s Professional Educét'ic'n

D. SOCIAL SCIENCE: -
1 One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS | TRANSCRIPT REFEF{’ENCE

. History -

Geography

Sociology

Religion

1
2
3
4. Economics
5
6

Political Science

Rev. 2014-11
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Page 6

{ E. BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE:
One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. Psychology*

2. Anthropology

§ 3. Philosophy

4 4. Ethics

15

{e

* Could be completed as Professional Education

F. MATHEMATICS:
Not required

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. Statistics

4 2. Algebra

4 3. Pre-Calculus

Calculus

Trigonometry

op 0l A

Geometry

SUB-TOTAL GENERAL EDUCATION CREDITS:

Rev. 2014-11
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Professional Education

~ Page7

A minimum of 45 semester credits is required in this area.

A, BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE:

Must include but not limited

to areas 1 —4.
Pk

CREDIT

'HOURS

TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

g

COMMENTS

1. Human Anatomy {Specaﬁc §

1o physical therapy) -

2. Human Physiology
. (Specific to physical
" “therapy)

3. Kinesiology or Functional

Anatomy

4. Patho'lolgy"'

B.’ MEDICAL SClENCE

Clinical medicine pertinentto §

physical therapy.

. TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1. - General Medical Surglca!‘

Condstzons L

€, .CLINICAL SCIENCE:

~_ Examination & Eva!uat:on
{Tests & Measures)

Must include but is not :mxted
L tola—3b. "

CREDIT

HOURS

© TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

- COMMENTS

i 1. 'Musculoskeleta System -
“a. Examination

2. ,Neuremusculafsvst,em |

a, - Examination

3. Tests & Measures

w9

a. - Examination

__b.Evaluation

Rev. 2014-11



Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
Coursework Tool 1
Page 8

{

Note: Within the credit hours assigned in Clinical Science: Examination & Evaluation above, indicate on the
Examination and Evaluation Content Area Summary below, content for which you found evidence for items 1 - 9.

Examination and Evaluation Content Area Summary

Present = Transcript Reference
§ Must include, but are not limited to the following: Absent = (8
1. Anthropometric characteristics
§ 2. Assistive and adaptive devices
1 3. Gait, assisted locomotion, and balance
1 4. Muscle performance {including strength, power, and
‘ endurance) , ,
1 5. Orthotic, protective and supportive devices
§6. Pain
1 7. Prosthetic requirements
£ 8. Range of motion -
9. Self-care and home management {including activities of
daily living and instrumental activities of daily living}
| Mrust inlude bt s ot mited 101 3. CREOT | Reremence | coMMENTS
1. Musculoskeletal interventions '
4 2. Neuromuscular Interventions 1
3. Physical Agents/Electrotherapy i
4,
5.

Area Summary below, content for which you found evidence for items 1-4.

Intervention Content Area Summary

§ Must include, but are not limited to, the following:

Present =V
Absent= @

Transcript Reference

1. Electrotherapeutic modalities

‘2. Physical agents and mechanical modalities

assistive, adaptive, orthotic, protective, supportive, and
prosthetic devices and equipment

-
3. Prescription, application, and as appropriate, fabrication of |

1 4. Therapeutic exercise (including aerobic conditioning)

Rev. 2014-11
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CREDIT

23 L ‘
E.  CLINICAL EDUCATION " HOURS*

: TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE ¢

COMMENTS

Two Clm;ca! mtemshlps,
total GOG hours

Note: Chmcal educatlon must include physical theraptst—supervnsed app{;catlon of phys:cai therapy theory. The

appltcant must have a minimum of two time chmcaf expenences of no less than 600 hours total that are supervxsed :

by a physical therapsst

*Maximum number pffuﬂ»time clinical education credits is 15.

F. RELATED I
PROFESSIONAL
COURSEWORK:

Must include but not

limited to areas 1-6.

CREDIT
HOURS

" TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1. Professzonal Behavaor& SR j

™

, Admsmstratxon

w ‘

Community Health

P

Commumcat:on B
(related to
client/patient care)

5. Legaland Ethical
: Aspects of Physical
LTheraprmt%,ce

6. Psychosocial Aspects -
in Physical Therapy

PT actsce

SUB~TOTAL PROFESS!ONA& EDUCAT!ON CRED!TS
{45 minimum}

Rev. 2014-11
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Academic Institution

Describe the academic level of the educational program and the institution within the context of the country’s
educational system:

1. Status (recognition/accreditation) within the country’s educational system:

2. Entry requirements (secondary education):

3, Degree equivalence {Baccalaureate, etc.):

\

4. Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc.):

Summary

Tota! General Education Credits

Total Professional Education Credits {45 Minimum):

Total Credits (105 Minimum)

Total Credits for BS degree {120 Minimum)

Rev. 2014-11
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'DEFINITIONS

Adequate Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexuty and scope of the content in a course
or courses meets estab ished standards necessary for the entry-level degree.

Clinical Educatmn Tbat port:on ofa phys;cal therapy program that is conducted in the healthcare envuronment
rather than the academlc environment. (4 Normative Mode! of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Yersion
2004: p. 159. y ' ‘

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. (A
Normattve Mode! of Physical Therap:st Profess:onaf Education: Version 2004; p. 158. y)

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes oras determined by the peiicy of the instimtion.

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific location within official institutional records where
content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational objectwes, hstmg of course
content, course syllabi, test questions or other curricular documents

Content Area:'Compone’n‘t Competencies as designated from the Eyaluativé Criteria férAccreditation of Educational
Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists (Adopted October 1996; Effective January 1998), and designated by
match with the Essentials of an Acceptable School of Physical Therapy; (AMA, 1955)

Course: A series of study Which is taught at the post-secondary level, which results in an official transcript of record
with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit that can be verified by the institution. Credit is
either assigned by @ semester of 15 weeks, lus an exam week, 6r is converted to semester hotirs based on 16
weeks of study ‘

Credit Hour: A semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of laboratory, or
48 hours of clinical education.

Evaluation: A dynamic process in which the physical therapist makes clinical judgments gathered during the
examination (Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Rev. Second Edition, 2003, APTA).

Examination: A comprehensive and specific testing process performed by a physical therapist that leads to
diagnostic classification or, as appropriate, 1o a referral to another practitioner. The Examination has three
components: the patient/client history, the systems reviews, and tests and measures. (Guide to Physical Therapist
Practice Rev. Second Edition, APTA, 2003)

Foundational Sciences: Essential c'ontenf that contributes to the development and understanding of physical
therapy to include sciences that can be described as basic and opplied and as biological, physical, and behavioral.{A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 162}

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed, provided these

courses were taken at the college level from a recognized educational program. These courses, both pre-
professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the core course requirements.

Rev. 2014-11
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Grades' Undergraduate grades must equate to a “C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be
accepted. Professional coursework must meet the requirement of a “C" or higher. Credentialing decisions for
conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as published in accepiable and
recognized country codes and “International Reference Guides.” This includes, butis not limited to P.LE.R., NAFSA
publications, or AACROA publications. '

Intervention: The purposeful interaction of the physical therapist with the patient/client, and, when appropriate,

with other individuals involved in patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and techniques to
produce changes in the condition. (A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004;
Page 163}

Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession to determine entry-level professional/technical
requirements for physicat therapists. In physical therapy, The Essentials of on Acceptable School of Physical
Therapy (AMA 1955}, The Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Second Edition, A Normative Model of Physical
Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, and Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for
the Preparation of Physical Therapists serve as resources for setting these requirements.

Substantially Equivalent: The individual has satisfied or exceeded the minimum number of credits required in
general and professional education needed for a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy. Coursework
completed may not be identical in all respects to a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy, but all
required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework, but not in essential areas of
professional education nor be of such magnitude that the education is not deemed to be at the entry-level of
preparation for practice in the United States.

Transcript Reference: Official documentation from the academic institution of courses completed, grades assigned,

and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the exceptional cases where an official transcript does
not exist within the institution, an alternative official document may be considered.

Rev. 2014-11
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' INTRODUCTION

- The Coursework Tools for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists {CWT) were developed by the Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) in response to the needs of its member jurisdictions for a standardized method

' to evaluate the educational equivalence of foreign educated physical therapists. Each CWT reflects the minimum
~general and professional educational requirements for substantial equivalence at the time of graduation with

" respect to a US first professional degree in physical therapy. Adoption of the tools would allow the same mobshty
of forelgn educated physical therapists as that afforded to US educated graéuates Coursework Tools should not be
interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual’s educatlonal preparation or competence to practice. CWT 2is
based upcn the 1978 Amencan Physical Therap\,f Assocrataon Standards for Accredltanon ‘

The CWT that reflects current standards may be used to determme qualifications for prescreemng certification for
the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). They are also designed to be used by credentialing
organizations and education programs. In addition, the CWTs may be used as a self-evaluation method to guide
foreign educated physical therapists in comparing their education to US standards.
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OVERVIEW

Summary

The applicant must meet the requirement of not less than 120 semester credit hours. The general credits and
professional credit minimums do not meet the minimal requirement of a B.S. degree, thus electives could be
included to meet the minimum of 120 credits hour and the baccalaureate degree. The minimum coursework
requirements, in and of themselves, do not necessarily satisfy the requirements of the baccalaureate degree. The
applicant must have completed sufficient credit to satisfy the requirement for a baccalaureate degree and content
in physical therapy curriculum. The applicant must also meet any jurisdiction-specific requirements.

General Education

General education in the areas of humanities, physical science, biological science, social science, behavioral
science, and mathematics, must be identifed. A minimum of a one semester course must be successfully completed
in each area of general education unless otherwise noted.

Note: Some jurisdictions may require specific number of semester credits. The applicant must meet the specific
requirements in the jurisdiction where they are seeking licensure.

1. Humanities

a. English e. Literature
b. English composition f. Art
¢. Speech or oral communication g. Music
d. Foreign language {(other than native
language)

2. Physical Science
a. Chemistry with laboratory (recommended)
b. Physics with laboratory (recommended)
¢. Geology
d. Astronomy

3. Biological Science

a. Biology e. Kinesiology
b. Anatomy {recommended) f. Neuroscience
¢. Physiology {recommended) g. Genetics

d. Zoology

4. Social Science

a. History d. Economics
b. Geography e. Political science
¢. Sociology f. Religion

5. Behavioral Science
a. Psychology (recommended) ¢. Philosophy
b. Anthropology d. Ethics
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6.  Mathematics (Not Required)

a. Statistics d. Geometry
b. Algebra ' ' e. Trigonometry
c. Calculus

Professional Education

Sixty semester credits shall be the minimum required in professional education, reflecting no less than two years of
study.

1. Basic Health Science
Content is required in each topic listed (a through e) under basic health sciences.
a. Human anatomy {specific to physica! therapy)
b. Human physiology (specific to physical therapy)
c. Neurosciences (neuroanatomy or neurophysiology)
d. Kinesiology or functional anatomy
e. Pathology

2. Medical and Clinical Science
To prepare a competent physical therapist practitioner, the education must incorporate the essential elements of
Examination and Intervention. Therefore, educational coursework must contain all of the following:

a. Clinical medicine pertinent to physical therapy. This must include but not be limited to:
1.” Neurology
2. Orthopedics
3. Cardiopulmonary

b. Physical therapist coursework must include but not be limited to:
1.Integumentary 3.Neuromuscular System
a. Examination a. Examination
b. Evaluation b. Evaluation
2. Musculoskeletal System 4. Cardiopulmonary
a. Examination a. Examination
b. Evaluation b. Evaluation

o Physical therapist coursework must include but is not limited to:

1. integumentary Interventions
Musculoskeletal Interventions
Neuromuscular interventions
Cardiopulmonary Interventions
Physical Agents/Electrotherapy

AN AN
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3. Clinical Education

Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy. The applicant must
have a minimum of 600 hours total, which are completed in multiple sites and supervised by a physical therapist.
The maximum number of full-time clinical education credits is 20.

4. Related Professional Coursework

a. Professional Behaviors f. Medical Terminology

b. Administration g. Communication (related to client/patient care)

¢. Community Health h. Legal and ethical aspects of physical therapy practice
d. Research i. Psychosocial aspects in physical therapy practice

e. Educational Techniques
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EVALUATION CHECKLIST
Name‘i — ’ | | Date
| Sc“h‘m;;m | ‘ , ” = ‘ '1 ’ ’ . — Cyou’mw‘:‘ ///////// i
Rev’iewi‘ng Organiza‘tioni ‘

| Reviewer(s):

'Ssgnature of !ssumg Orgamzation s Authonzed Representat:ve

Print Name and Title:

Note for Revnewmg Orgamzations Please affix offtcxa orgamzataon seal to each page of the Evaiuatmn Checkhst
for authenttcatuon purposes L

. General Education

A. HUMANITIES: CREDITHOURS - | TRANSCRIPTREFERENCE =
One course.minimum S B L i
1. English* 1
2. English Campo‘sition* ‘
i3 Speech or Oral Commumcatson
4. Foreign Language {other than native -
 language)
1 5. Literature
6. Art
7. -Music
8. Native Llanguage
8.

*For rows 1 & 2, if no credit in English or Engiish composition is provided, the licensing jurisdiction should require
the applicant to demonstrate English proficiency.
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| B. PHYSICAL SCIENCE:

1 One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
{ One course minimum '
1. Chemistry with laboratory (Course
1)*
1 2. Physics with laboratory
{Course 1)*
3. Geology
1 4. Astronomy
i 5.
B
*¥Recommended
{1 C. BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE: CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1 1. Biology

1 2. Anatomy*

1 3. Physiology*

14 Zoclogy

1 5. Kinesiology

Neuroscience

Genetics

ol ~f o

* Could be completed as Professional Education

Rev. 2014-11
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} D. SOCIAL SCIENCE:
§ One course minimum_

’CRED}T’ HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. History

Geography

3. Sociology - -

. Religion .

2
3
4. Economics
5
6

~Political Sciehce

_—

| E.  BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE:
{ One course minimum

" CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. Psychology*

Anthropology

‘Philosophy

Ethics

of vl »f wi o}

* Could be completed as ?rdfessionéi Educatson 7

| F. MATHEMATICS:
Not Required

CREDIT HOURS -

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE -

Statistics

Algebra

Pre-Calculus

* Trigonometry

1
2
3
. Calculus
5
6

Geometry

Rev. 2014-11

- SUB-TOTAL GENERAL EDUCATION CREDITS:




§
3

Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
Coursework Tool 2

Professional Education

Page 8

A minimum of 60 semester credits is required in this area.

A, BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE:
Must include but not limited
% toareas 1~5.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1 1. Human Anatomy (Specific
' to Physical Therapy)

{ 2. Human Physiology (Specific
~ to physical pherapy)

1 3. Neuroscience
' {Neuroanatomy or
Neurophysiology)

§ 4. Kinesiology or Functional
1 Anatomy

i 5. Pathology

B. MEDICAL SCIENCE:
Clinical medicine pertinent to
physical therapy.

Must include but not limited
tol-3,

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1. Neurology

1 2. Orthopedics

3. Cardiopulmonary

4.

C. CLINICAL SCIENCE:
Examination & Evaluation

{Tests & Measures)

Must include but not limited to 1a

—4b.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1. Integumentary System

a. Examination

b, Evaluation

2. Musculoskeletal System

a. Examination

b, Evaluation

3. Neuromuscular System

a. Examination

b. Evaluation

4. Cardiopulmonary System

a. Examination
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b__Evaluation _

‘Note: Withm the credut hours assigned in Chmca! Scnence Exammatlon and Eva!aatton above, indicate onthe
examination and evaiuatson content area summars,r be!ow content for whxch you found -evidence foritems 1 - 10

wExammataon and Evaluatxon Content Area Summary =

Must include, but notlimited to the following: - e ‘ Present=\f ~~Transcr§pt’Reference ‘

. Absent=0  ,,

. Anthropometric characteristics
. Assistive and adaptive devices

. Environmental, home, and work barriers
. -Gait, assisted locomotion, and balance

£ %.b JU SIS TRy ¢

. Muscle pefformance (mcludmg strength power, and
- Aendurance) o

6. Orthotic protectzve, and supportwe dewces I
. Pain :

6
7 :
‘8. Prosthetic requ‘irements‘{f
g, «Range of mation

10. Self—care and home management (mctudmg actxvxt;es of c%a: b

!Mng and ms‘crumentalacmwttes of dawfmng) SRR n ;

T — : S—

D. cuchLsczENCE: , o R B ~

" “Interventions " CREDIT © TRANSCRIPT e

Must mclude but not hmtted tol— 1 HOURS ~ REFERENCE | ,COMMEN?S;
lnteﬁg‘grmentary'i,npgryentjons e

. Musculoskeletal Interventions |

. Neuromuscular interventions

. Cardiopulmonary Interventions i
. Physical Agents/Electro |

wipfwinie o
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Note: Within the credit hours assigned in Clinical Science: Interventions, indicate on the intervention content area summary
below, content for which you found evidence for items 1-8.

Intervention Content Area Summary

{ Must include, but not limited to, the following: 1 Present= N Transcript Reference
| Absent = @

1. Debridement and wound care

2. Electrotherapeutic modalities

3. Functional training in community work {job, school, or play)
reintegration (including instrumental activities of daily living, |
work hardening, and work conditioning)

4. Functional training in self-care and home management
{including activities of daily living and instrumental activities

~of daily living)
5. Patient-related instruction -

6. Physical agents and mechanical modalities

7. Prescription, application, and as appropriate, fabrication of
assistive, adaptive, orthotic, protective, supportive, and
prosthetic devices and equipment

8. Therapeutic exercise {including aerobic conditioning

CREDIT

| E.  CLINICAL EDUCATION |
1 HOURS>

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE COMMENTS

Twao Clinical Internships,
1 total 600 hours «
Note: Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy theory. The
applicant must have a minimum of two time clinical experiences of no less than 600 hours total that are supervised
by a physical therapist.

*Maximum number of full time clinical education credits is 20.

f F. RELATED

PROFESSIONAL COURSE | CREDIT
WORK: HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE COMMENTS

Must include but not
{ limited to areas 1-9.

1. Professional Behaviors |

. Administration

2
3. Community Health
4

. Research and Clinical
Decision Making

5. Educational
Techniques

6. Medical Terminology
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{related to ’ : :
client/patient care) N : ; 1

8. Legal and Ethical

: Aspects of Physical
Therapy Practice ,
9. Psychosocsal Aspects in

. Physical Therapy :
Practice

SUB-TOTA!. PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION CREDITS:
(60 minimum)

Academic !nstitution

Describe the academlc level of the ed ucattona} program and the mstatutmn within the context of the country’s I
educat:onal system: , o ,

1. - Status (recognition/accreditation) within the country’s educational system:

2. Entry requirements {secondary education): -~

3. ' Degree equivalence (Baccalaureate, etc.):

4, Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc):

Summary

‘Total General Education Credits

Total Professignal Edu&étion Credits {60 Minimum):

Total Credits for BS degree (120 Minimum)

Rev. 2014-11
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexity and scope of the content in a course
or courses meets established standards necessary for the entry-level degree.

Clinical Education: That portion of a physical therapy program that is conducted in the healthcare environment
rather than the academic environment. (A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version
2004: p. 159}

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. {4
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004; p. 159)

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes or as determined by the policy of the institution.

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific location within official institutional records where
content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational objectives, listing of course
content, course syllabi, test questions or other curricular documents.

Content Area: Component competencies as designated by the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Educational
Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists (Adopted October 1996; Effective January 1998), and
designated to match the APTA Standards For Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education Programs. (Adopted June
1978)

Course: A series of study which is taught at the pos- secondary level, which results’in an official transcript of record
with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit that can be verified by the institution. Credit is
either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks, plus an exam week, or is converted to semester hours based on 16
weeks of study.

Credit Hour: A semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of laboratory, or
48 hours of clinical education.

Evaluation: A dynamic process in which the physical therapist makes clinical j’udgments gathered during the
examination {Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Rev. Secand Edition, 2003, APTA).

Examination: A comprehensive and specific testing process performed by a physical therapist that leads to
diagnostic classification or, as appropriate, to a referral to another practitioner. The Examination has three
components: the patient/client history, the systems reviews, and tests and measures. (Guide to Physical Therapist
Practice Rev. Second Edition, APTA, 2003)

Foundational Sciences: Essential content that contributes to the development and understanding of physical
therapy to include sciences that can be described as basic and applied and as biclogical, physical, and behavioral.(A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 162)

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed, provided these

courses were taken at the college level from a recognized educational program. These courses, both pre-
professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the core course requirements.
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Grades: Undergraduate grades must equate to a “C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be
accepted. Professional coursework must meet the requirement of a “C” or higher. Credentialing decisions for
conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as published in acceptable and
recognized country codes and “International Reference Guides.” This includes, but is not limited to P.LE.R., NAFSA
publications, or AACROA publications. ' : '

~Intervention: The purposeful interaction of the physical therapist with the patient/client, and, when appropriate,

with other individuals involved in patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and techniques to
produce changes in the cond:tnon {A Normative Model of Physical Therapfst Professional Education: Version 2004
Page 163)

_ Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession; in this case used by FCCPT to determine entry-level
professional requirements for physical therapists. In physical therapy, APTA Standards For Accreditation of Physical
Therapy Education Programs (1978), The Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Second Ed:t:c::, A Normative Model of
Physical Therapist Professional Education Version 2004, and Evaluative Criteria )‘orAccred:tatfon of Education Pn:vgrams
for the Preparation of Physical Therapists serve as resources for setting these requirements.

Substantially Equivalent: The ihdividuaihas satisfied or exceeded the minimum number of credits required in
general ahd professional education needed for a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy. Coursework
completed may not be identical in all respects to a U.S. first professional degree in physical;thérapy, butall
required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework, but not in essential areas of

professional education nor be of such magnitude that the educatson is not deemed to be at the entry -level of
preparat:on for practice in the United States.

Transcript Reference: Official documentation from the academic institution of courses compieted grades assigned,

and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the exceptional cases where an official transcnpt does
not exist within the mstxtutxon an afternatwe official document may be considered.
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INTRODUCTION

The Coursework Tools for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists {CWT) were developed by the Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) in response to the needs of its member jurisdictions for a standardized method
to evaluate the educational equivalence of foreign educated physical therapists. Each CWT reflects the minimum
general and professional educational requirements for substantial equivalence at the time of graduation with
respect to a US first professional degree in physical therapy. Adoption of the tools would allow the same mobility
of foreign educated physical therapists as that afforded to US educated graduates. Coursework Tools should not be
interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual's educational preparation or competence to practice. CWT 3 is
based upon the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical
Therapists, CAPTE, which was implemented by FSBPT on January 1, 1992.

The CWT that reflects current standards may be used to determine qualifications for prescreening certification for
the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services {USCIS). They are also designed to be used by credentialing
organizations and education programs. In addition, the CWTs may be used as a self-evaluation method to guide
foreign educated physical therapists in comparing their education to US standards.
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OVERVIEW

Summary ‘

The applicant must meet the requirement of not less than 120 semester credit hours. The general credits and
professional credit minimums do not meet the minimal requwement of a B.S. degree, thus e ectwes could be
included to meet the minimum of 120 credits hour and the baccalaureate degree. The minimum coursework
requirements, in and of themselves, do not necessarily satisfy the requirements of the baccalaureate degree. The
applicant must have completed sufficient credit to satisfy the requirement for a baccalaureate degree and content
in physical therapy curriculum. The applicant must also meet any jurisdiction-specific requirements. '

General Education

General education in the areas of humanities, physical science, biological science, social science, behavioral
science, and mathematics. A minimum of a one-semester course must be successful !y completed in each area of
general education unless otherwise noted. '

Note: Some junsd;ct;ons may require specific number of semester credi ts. The app!zcant must meet the specific
‘requirements in the jurisdiction where they are seeking licensure. ,

1. ‘Huma,nities

a, English e. Literature
b. English composition f.Art
¢. Speech or oral g. Music

_communication ,
d. Foreign language {other
than native language)

2. Physical Science
a. Chemistry with iaboratory {required)

b. Physics with laboratory {required)
¢. Geology
d. Astronomy
3. Biological Science
a. Biology “e. Kinesiology
b. Anatomy ‘ f. Neuroscience
¢. Physiology - g Genetics
d. Zoology
4. Social Science
a. History d. Economics
b. Geography e. Political science
¢. Sociology f. Religion
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5. Behavioral Science
a. Psychology

{required) c. Philosophy
b. Anthropology d. Ethics
6. Mathematics
a. Statistics d. Geometry
b. Algebra e. Trigonometry
¢. Caleulus

Rev. 2014-11
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Professional Education

Sixty-nine semester credits shall be the minimum requ:red in professxona! educat:on, reflectmg no Iess than two
years of study

1. Basic Health Science :
Content Area is required in each topic listed (a through e} under bas;c heal th sciences.
‘ Human anatomy (specific to physical therapy)

Human physiology {specific to physical therapy)

Neurosciences {neurcanatomy or neurophys:c!ogy}

Kinesiology or functional anatomy

Pathclogy

P oo T

2, ‘Medical and Clmacal Science :
To prepare a competent physical therapist practltxoner the education must incorporate the essential elements of
Examination and lnterventno;‘r Therefcre, educational coursework must contain all of the following:

a. Clintcal medicme pertsnent to phys:cat therapy This must anciude but not be limited to:

1. Neurology
2. Orthopedics
3. Pediatrics
4. . Geriatrics.
5. Cardiopulmonary
b.  Physical therapist coursework must include but not be limited to:
1.Integumentary SRR TR 3.Neuromuscular System
a.Examination - S a Examination
“b. Evaluation - o - b.Evaluation
2. Musculoskeletal System -l 4, Cardiopulmonary -
a. Examination R - a. Examination
b. Evaiuaticn R : : b. Evaluation ,
. Phys cal theraplst coursework must include but is not lamlted to:

L !ntegumentary interventions

2. Musculoskeletal Interventions
3. - Neuromuscularinterventions
4. Cardiopuimonary interventions
5. Physical Agents/Electrotherapy.
3. . Clinical Educatzon

Clinical education must include physical therapcst—supervused application of phys::al therapy. The applicant must
have a minimum of 800 hours total, which are completed in multiple sites and superv:sed bya physgcal therapist.
The maximum number of full-time clinical educatlon credits is 23.

4, Related Professional Coursework

a. Professional Behaviors f Meducal 'fermmofegy

b. Administration - g. Communication {related to chent/patxent care)

¢. Community Health h. Legal and ethical aspects of physical therapy practice
d. Research i, Psychosocial aspects in physical therapy practice

e. Educational Technigues j- Consultation, Screening & Delegation '
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Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
’ Coursework Tool 3
Page 5

EVALUATION CHECKLIST

Name: 1 Date:

{ School: Country:

Degree:

Reviewing Organization:

| Reviewer(s):

1 Signature of Issuing Organization’s Authorized Representative:

! Print Name and Title:

Note for Reviewing Organizations: Please affix official organization seal to each page of the Evaluation Checklist
for authentication purposes.

General Education

| A HUMANITIES: CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
4 One course minimum ’ ’
1. English*

English Composition*

2
4 3. Speech or Oral Communication
4

Foreign Language (other than native
language}

Literature

Art

Music

Native Language

of of nf of »

the applicant to demonstrate English proficiency.

Rev. 2014-11
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B. 'PHYSICAL SCIENCE:
1 Two courses minimum

" CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE -

‘1. Chemistry with laboratory

{Course

2. Physics with laboratory

2 {Course I}*

13. Geology 7

4. kAstrohokmy

5.

LS

*Required

| C BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE:
One course minimum -

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. Biology

2. Anatomy

. Physiology

. Kinesiology

3

1 4. Zoology
: ‘
6

Neuroscience -

. B 5, -

~J

. Genetics

Rev. 2014-11
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%D

SOCIAL SCIENCE:

§_One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

L

History

2.

Geography

Sociology

Economics

Religion

Political Science

~f ol v o w

e

; Eo

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE:

{1 One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

11

Psychology

2

Anthropology

B

Philosophy .

Ethics

14
i 5.
6

:F.

MATHEMATICS:

One course minimum.

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

i1

Statistics

. Algebra

Pre-Calculus

Calculus

. Trigonometry

2

:
0
-
6

Geometry

Rev. 2014-11
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Professional Education

A minimum of 69 semester credits is required in this area.

A. BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE:
Must include but not hm;ted
3 o areas 1-5,

CREDIT  TRANSCRIPT

HOURs | REFERENCE SOV

1. Human Anatomy {Specuf ¢
‘o physical therapy)

2. Human Physiology (Specific |
~to physical therapy) '

3. Neuroscience '
. {Neuroanatomy .or
Neurophysiology)

4. Kinesiology or:Functienal’,
. Anatomy

5. Pathology

B. MED%CAL SCIENCE:
‘Clinical medicine pertment to ~
physical therapy. .~ = { CREDIT
Must include but not limited HOURS.
to areas 1-5.
i.l‘ ‘Neurology
2. Orthopedics
3. Pediatrics

TRANSCRIPT

~ REFERENCE COMMENTS

4, Geriatrics.
4 5. Cardiopulmonary
= ;
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4 C.  CLINICAL SCIENCE;
Examination & Evaluation 4 . ~
{Tests & Measures) CREDIT TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE | COMMENTS
! Mustinclude but not limitedto | HOURS '
| areas 1a —4b.

1. Integumentary System

a. Examination

~ h. Evaluation

2. Musculoskeletal System

a. Examination

b. Evaluation

3. Neuromuscular System

a. Examination

b. Evaluation

| 4. Cardiopulmonary System

a. Examination

_b._Evaluation
5.

Note: Within the credit héﬂrswasé‘igned in Clinical Science: Examination & Evaluation abcve; indicate on the
examination and evaluation content area summary below, content for which you found evidence for items 1 - 16.

Examination and Evaluation Content Area Summary

Present =
; Absent =@ Transcript Reference
Must include but not limited to areas 1-16.

Anthropometric characteristics

Assistive and adaptive devices

Environmental, home, and work barriers

. Gait, assisted locomotion, and balance

. Integumentary integrity

. Joint integrity and mobility

. Motor function

wiNjolrisiwingie

Muscle performance (including strength, power, and
endurance)

9. Neuromotor development and sensory integration

{ 10. Pain

1 11. Posture

§ 12. Range of motion

13. Reflex integrity

1 14. Self-care and home management (including activities of daily |
living and instrumental activities of daily living)
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-~ Present=V | B B
: o T . Absent=@ § Transcript Reference
1 Must include but not limited to areas 1-16. : ' ‘ o

1 15. Sensory zntegrat on (mc uding propnocepuon and
kmesthesxa) , -

16. Ventilation, resp:rataon and c:rcutataon e o ’i '

D. CLIN!CAL SC!ENCE : o
‘ lntervent;ons : - CREDIT .. TRANSCRIPT
Must include but not hmtted to HOURS - REFERENCE
areas 1-5. ' '

1. Integumentary ntewent:ons

- | commENTS

. Musculoskeletal Interventions

. Neuromuscular interventions

- Cardiopulmonary Interventions § =
;~Physica!,AgentsiE!ectro : g

Note: Wathm the credit hours assagned in Clinical Scrence interventions above, indicate on the mterventzon content area
summary below, content for wh:ch you found evidence for items 1-10, o

wistwEn

Intervention Content Area Summary

: ~ SRNE , ' , Present=v Transcript Reference |
Must include, but-notlimited to areas 110, s g T Absent =@ 00 EARTHE

1. Airway clearance techniques

2. Debridement and wound care

2
3. Electrotherapeutic modalities ,
4. Functional training in community work {job, school, or play).

remtegratlen {including instrumental activities of daziy hvmg,
work hardemng, and work conditioning)

5. Functional training in self-care and home management
- {including activities of dau!y !wmg and mstmmentai actsv:tles
of daily living)

. Manual therapy techniques

. Patient-related instruction

. Physical agents and mechanical modalities

WL E~ g

. Prescription, application, and as appropriate, fabrication of
assistive, adaptive, orthotic, protective, supportive, and
prosthetic devices and equipment

10. Therapeutlc exercnse (:nctudmg aerob!c condxtmnsng
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E. CLINICAL CREDIT
__EDUCATION | HOURS** §
Two Clinical internships,
§ total 800 hours

Note: Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy theory. The
applicant must have a minimum of one full-time clinical internship and a total of no less than 800 hours that are
supervised by a physical therapist. Clinical experiences should be integrated as well as terminal in nature.

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE ‘ COMMENTS

**pfaximum number of full time clinical education credits is 23.

| F. RELATED
PROFESSIONAL | weon
COURSEWORK: Hours | TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE 1 commenTs

Must include but not |
limited to areas 1-10. |

§ 1. Professional Behaviors

. Administration

2

3. Community Health

4. Research and Clinical
Decision Making -

5. Educational
Techniques

6. Medical Terminology

7. Commurnication
{related to

~ client/patient care)

18. Legal and Ethical

Aspects of Physical

. Therapy Practice

9. Psychosocial Aspects in |
Physical Therapy “ '
Practice -

10. Consuitation,
Screening &
__ Delegation

SUB-TOTAL PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION CREDITS:
(6% minimum)

Rev. 2014-11
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Academic Institution

Descrlbe the academm !evel of the educatmnal program and the institutzon thhm the context of the country’s

ed ucatsonal system:

1.7 Status {recognition/accreditation) within the country’s educational system:

2. Entry requirements (secondary education):

13 Degree equivalence (Baccalaureate, etc.):

4. Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc.):

Summary

Total General Education Credits :

Total Professional Education Credits (69 Minimum): B k

Total Credits for BS degree (120 Minimum)

Rev, 2014-11
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexity and scope of the content in a course
or courses meets established standards necessary for the entry-level degree.

Clinical Education: That portion of a physical therapy program that is conducted in the healthcare environment
rather than the academic environment. (A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version
2004: p. 159)

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention ofa physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004; p. 159)

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes or as determined by the policy of the institution.

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific location within official institutional records
where content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational objectives, listing of
course content, course syliabl, test questions or other curricular documents.

Content Area: Component competencies as designated by the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Educational
Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists {Adopted October 1996; Effective lanuary 1998).

Course: A series of study which is taught at the post secondary level, which results in an official transcript of record
with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit that can be verified by the institution. Creditis
either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks, plus an exam week, or is converted to semester hours based on 16
weeks of study.

Credit Hour: A semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of laboratory, or
48 hours of clinical education. '

Evaluation: A dynamic process in which the physical therapist makes clinical judgments gathered during the
examination {Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Rev. Second Edition, 2003, APTA).

Examination: A comprehensive and specific testing process performed by a physical therapist that leads to
diagnostic classification or, as appropriate, to a referral to another practitioner. The Examination has three
components: the patient/client history, the systems reviews, and tests and measures. (Guide to Physical Therapist
Practice Rev. Second Edition, APTA, 2003}

Foundational Sciences: Essential content that contributes to the development and understanding of physical
therapy to include sciences that can be described as basic and applied and as biological, physical, and behavioral (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 162)

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed, provided these
courses were taken at the college level from a recognized educational program. These courses, both pre-
professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the core course requirements

Grades: Undergraduate grades must equate to a “C" average in the United States. No failing grades shouid be

. accepted. Professional coursework must meet the requirement of a “C” or higher. Credentialing decisions for
conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as published in acceptable and
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recognized country codes and “international Reference Guides.” This includes, but is not l:mxted to P.LLE.R., NAFSA
publications, or AACROA publications.

Intervention: The purposeful interaction of the physical therapist with the patient/client, and, when appropriate,
with other individuals involved in patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and techniques to
produce changes in the condition. {A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Profess:onal Educat:on Version 2004;
Page 163) :

Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession; in this case used by FCCPT‘,t'o determine entry-
level professional requirements for physical therapists. In physical therapy, The Guide to Physical Therapist Practice
Second Edition, A Normative Model of Physical Thérapist Professional Education: Version 2004, and Evaluative
Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Ph ys:cal Theraptsts serve as resources for
settmg these requirements. :

Substantaally Equivalent: The individual has satisfied or exceeded. the mmlmum number. of cred;ts requ:reci in
general and professional education needed for a U.S. first professsonal degree in physical therapy Coursework
completed may not be :dentlca! in all respectsto a U.S. first professnonal degree in physical therapy, hut all
required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework, but not in essential areas of
professional education nor be of such magnitude that the education is not deemed o be at the entry—tevel of
preparation for practice in the United States. ' '

Transcnpt Reference: Official documentataon from the academzc institution of courses compl! eted, grades

assigned, and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the exceptronal cases where an official
transcript does not exist within the institution, an alternative official document may be considered,

Rev. 2014-11
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INTRODUCTION

The Coursework Tools for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists (CWT) were developed by the Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy {FSBPT) in response to the needs of its member jurisdictions for a standardized method
to evaluate the educational equivalence of foreign educated physical therapists. Each CWT reflects the minimum
general and professional educational requirements for substantial equivalence at the time of graduation with
respect to a US first professional degree in physical therapy. Adoption of the tools would allow the same mobility
of foreign educated physical therapists as that afforded to US educated graduates. Coursework Tools should not be
interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual’s educational preparation or competence to practice. CWT 4 is
based upon the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical
Therapists, CAPTE, which was implemented by FSBPT on January 1, 1998.

The CWT that reflects current standards may be used to determine qualifications for prescreening certification for
the United States Citizenship and immigration Services {USCIS). They are also designed to be used by credentialing
organizations and education programs. In addition, the CWTs may be used as a self-evaluation method to guide
foreign educated physical therapists in comparing their education to US standards.

Rev. 2015-05.Summary
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OVERVIEW

"Sun“;mary |

The applicant must meet the requirement of not less than 150 semester credit hoursas a prerequisite The
minimum coursework requ:rements, in and of themselves, do not necessanly satlsfy the requsrements of the first
‘professional degree. The applicant must have completed suffi cient credit to satisfy the reqmrement for a post-
baccalaureate degree. The applicant must also meet any mnsdsct:omspec:ﬁc requirements.

General Education? ‘

General education in the areas of humanities, physical science, biologltal science, social science, behavioral
sclence, and mathematics, must be identified. A minimum of a 0ne—semester course must be successfle
completed in each area of general education unless otherwlse noted ' : '

Note: Some junsdlctlons may require a specn“ ic number of semester credlts The appllcant must meet the specific
requirements in the jurisdiction where they are seeking llcensure ~

1. Humanities, : ;
a. English e. Literature

b. English composition - fArt
¢. Speech ororal g. Music
communication e

‘d. Foreign language (other
than natlve language) ~

2. Physwal Science
a. Chemistry with laboratory {two courses required)
b. Physics with laboratory (two courses required)
c. Geoclogy o
d. Astronomy

3. Biological Science

a. Biology ‘ e. Kinesiology
b. Anatomy f. Neuroscience
c. Physiology : : g. Genetics
d. Zoology ' s
4. Social Science
a. History oo U oodl Economics
b. Geography e. Political science
¢. Sociology - f, Religion -

5. Behavioral Science ,
a. Psychology ' ¢. Philosophy
b. Anthropology d. Ethics

6. Mathematics

a. Statistics d. Calculus
b. Algebra e. Trigonometry

Rev. 2015-05.8ummary
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¢. Pre-calcutus f. Geometry

Professional Education

Ninety semester credits shall be the minimum required in professional education.

L

Basic Health Science

Content is required in each topic listed (a through e} under basic health sciences.

a.

o ar o

2.

Human anatomy (specific to physical therapy}
Human physiology (specific to physical therapy)}
Neuroscience

Kinesiology or functional anatomy

Pathology

Medical and Clinical Science

To prepare a competent physical therapist practitioner, the education must incorporate the essential elements of Examination,

Evaluation, and Intervention. Therefore, educational coursework must contain all of the following:

a.

Clinical medicine pertinent to physical therapy. This must include but not be limited to:

1. Neurclogy

2.  Orthopedics

3. Pediatrics

4.  Geriatrics

5. Cardiopulmonary
6.  Pharmacology

Physical therapist coursework must include but not be limited to:

1. Integumentary System 3.Neuromuscular System
a. Examination a. Examination
b. Evaluation b. Evaluation
2. Musculoskeletal System 4, Cardiopulmonary System
a. Examination a. Examination
b. Evaluation b. Evaluation

Note: Examination and evaluation content areas must be completed. See Examination and Evaluation Content Area
Summary.

Physical therapist coursework must include but is not limited to:
1. Integumentary interventions
2. Musculoskeletal Interventions
3. Neuromuscular interventions
4. Cardiopulmonary Interventions

Note: Intervention content areas must be completed. See Intervention Content Area Summary.
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3. Clinical Education

Clinical education must include physical therap:st-supervxsed apphcatxon of phystcai therapy theory, examination, evaluation,

and intervention. The applicant must have a minimum of two full-time clinical internships of no less than 800 hours total which
are supervased by a physaca therapzst The maxzmum number of full time chmcat education credits is 23, : '

4, Related Professional Coursework
Content is required in the following nine areas:

‘a. Professional behaviors d. Research and clinical decision making  g. Communication (related to
' o ‘ client/patient care} ‘
b, Administration - e, Educational techniques ‘h. Legal and ethical aspects of physxcai .
: ) i ' : therapy practice
e Community health - f. Medical terminology i. Psychosocial aspects in phys:cal
. _ SR T : ‘therapy practtce

Rev. 2015-05. Summary
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EVALUATION CHECKLIST

Name: 1 Date:
School: Country:
Degree:

Reviewing Organization:

Reviewer(s):

1 Signature of Issuing Organization’s Authorized Representative:

Print Name and Title:

Note for Reviewing Organizations: Please affix official organization seal to each page of the Evaluation Checklist

for authentication purposes.

General Education

1 A, HUMANITIES:
§ One course minimum

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. English*

§ 2. English Composition*

3. Speech or Oral Communication

1 4. Foreign Language (other than native

language)
5k.‘ Liteyréyiure
£ 6 “Art
7 Music
é H Native‘ Lahguage
9

*For rows 1 & ‘2,“ikf>r‘|o credit in English br"English compbsition is provided; the ¥ice'n$'i'rvlgjuri§di'cﬁoh should“rédﬁifé ’

the applicant to demonstrate English proficiency.
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B.. PHYSICAL SCIENCE:

with laboratory and two one-semester
‘courses in physics wsth laboratory are
reguired*

{ Two one-semester courses in chemistry

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

11 Chemastry with Iabératory (Course

: ,,..”), :

12 Chemistry, w:th iaboratory (Course

: 3. F Physms w:th laboratory
(Course I)* -

| 4. Physics with laboratory -
(Course 1)*

y,

Geology

o

* Astronomy

18

' *Reqﬁired

| C. BIOLOGICALSCIENCE:
7 One course-minimum- oo

CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

Bvology

: Anatomy

Physiology

Zoology

Kinesiology

- Neuroscience

Genetics

1 o] of 5} o] v} o] o] o] ~]
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D. SOCIAL SCIENCE: CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
{ One course minimum_ ' ' ‘

History

Geography

Sociology

Economics

Religion

Political Science

wf ~l o nl pf wi NP

E. BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE:

v . CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
§_One course minimum R, T e ————

Psychology*

Anthropology

Philosophy

Ethics

of v & wl v

" "‘v"ﬁequiréd

i . MATHEMATICS:

CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
One course minimum i o

1. Statistics

Algebra

Pre-Calculus

Calculus

Trigonometry

Geometry

g g Of g R WL M

SUB-TOTAL GENERAL EDUCATION CREDITS:

Rev. 2015-05.Summary
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A minimum of 90 semester credits is required in this area.

_A.  BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE:
‘Must include but not hmxted

CREDIT |
to areas 1- 5. HOURS -]

~ TRANSCRIPT

REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1. ‘Human Anatomy (Specific |
_to physical therapy) )

2. Human Physiology - -
{Specific to physical
“therapy} . s

3. Neuroscience
- {Neuroanatomy/ -
Neurophysiology}

.

4. ~'Kmes;ology or Funct:onat :
Anatomy '

5. Pathology

B. MEDICAL SCIENCE:
Clinical medicine pertmem to
phy51ca! therapy. CREDIT

dtol-6.

Mustmciude but not :mited , "HDURS

~ TRANSCRIPT
" REFERENCE

COMMERNTS

§1. Neurology

Geriatrics

Cardiopulmonary

harmacology

Rev. 2015-05.Summary
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C.

Must include but not limited to
i la—4b.

CLINICAL SCIENCE:

Examination & Evaluation
CREDIT HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

COMMENTS

1.

Integumentary System

3. Examination

b. Evaluation

_Musculoskeletal System
a. Examination
b. Evaluation ,
13.  Neuromuscular System
a._ Examination |
b. Evaluation
4. Cardiopulmonary System
‘a. Examination
b. Evaluation
S.
16
17

Note: Within the credit hours assigned in Clinical Science: Examination & Evaluation above, indicate on the
examination and evaluation content area summary below, for which you found evidence for items 1 - 23,

Examination and Evaluation Content Area Summary

? Must include, but are not limited to areas 1-23:

Present = Y
| Absent =

~ Transcript Reference

"

Aerobic capacity

~ Anthropometric characteristics

‘Arousal, mentation, and cognition

Assistive and adaptive devices

Community and work (job, school, or play) reintegration

Cranial nerve integrity

Environmental, home, and work barriers

Ergonomics and body mechanics

wioi~lofuisiwin

Gait, assisted locomotion, and balance

[y
=]

. Integumentary integrity

m
i

. Joint integrity and mobility

[ b
N

. Motor function

[y
w

. Muscle performance {including strength, power, and
_endurance)

I |
N

. Neuromotor development and sensory integration

Rev. 2015-05 . Summary
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Must include, but are not limited to areas 1-23:

‘Present =‘1 ,
Absent=0 §

Transcript Réfgrencve; 1 k

15, Orthotic, protective and supportive devices

16, -Pain-

"17. Posture

18. Prosthetic requirements

19, ‘Range of n"i'otion

20. Reflex mtegnty :

21. Self-care'and home management {including activities of -
- daily living-and instrumental activities of daily hvmg}

kinesthesia)

22, Sensory integration (mcludmg propnocept:on and

23. Ventilation, respiration, and circulation

24

25,

Adapted from Evafuat;ve Cr:teﬂa forAccredcmt:cn of Educatlon Programs for the Preparatfon of Phys:cal Therapfsts

Commlssmn on Accred;tat;on in. Phys:ca Therapy Educatson 1996 p 29

D.. CL!NSCAL SCiENCE

3 Interventions :
{ Must include but not hmxted to
Jareas1-4.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

COMMENTS.

_'!ntegumentary ntewent;ons

Askeleta nte entzcns ;

Neuromuscular !nterventoons

" Cardiopulmonary’ m:ezf\nenttor_l§w

2.
4.
5.

Mﬁ. ‘

Rev. 2015-05.8ummary
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Note: Within the credit hours assigned in Clinical Science: Interventions above, indicate on the intervention content area
summary below, content for which you found evidence for items 1-10.
Intervention Content Area Summary
, Present =V ,
§ Must include, but not limited to, areas 1-10. | Absent=@ | Transcript Reference

1 1. Airway clearance techniques

Debridement and wound care

2
3. Electrotherapeutic modalities
4

Functional training in community and work (job, school, or
play) reintegration {including instrumental activities of daily
living, work hardening, and work conditioning)

{ 5. Functional training in self-care and home management |
' (including activities of daily living and instrumental activities
of daily living) '

~ Manual therapy techniques

Patient-related instruction

~ Physical agents and mechanical modalities

wloiNio

Prescription, application, and as appropriate, fabrication of
assistive, adaptive, orthotic, protective, supportive, and
prosthetic devices and equipment

-10. Therapeutic exercise (including aerobic conditioning)
11..
12.

Adapted from: Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists.
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education; 1996; p.-30.

E. CLINICAL EDUCATION | rfga?a!sl TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE | COMMENTS

Two Clinical internships,
1 total 800 hours

Note: Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy theory,
examination, evaluation, and intervention. The applicant must have a minimum of two full-time clinical internships of
no less than 800 hours total that are supervised by a physical therapist. -

*Maximum number of full time clinical education credits is 23.
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F.

RELATED
PROFESSIONAL

. COURSEWORK:
{1 Mustinclude but not
limited to areas 1~ 9.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT e
REFERENCE . COMMENTS -

1.

Professional-Behaviors

. Administration

_Community Health

32
4 3.
4

. Research and Clinical

Decision Making

Educational

: Techmques

Medical Termmology

~lok

Communication

{relatedto
__client/patient care)

Legal and Ethical

‘Aspects of Physical

Themprad&:& ,

Psychosocial Aspects

- in Physical Therapy

Practsce

10.

1L

12

SUBJ‘OTAL PROFESS%ONAL EDUCAT!GN CREDITS
- {90 minimum)

 Academic Institution

Describe the academic level of the educational program and the mstitut;on wlthm the context of the country’s
educational system! , :

1.

Status {recognition/accreditation) within the country's educational system:

2.

Entry requirements {secondary education):
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{ Describe the academic level of the educational program and the institution within the context of the country’s
educational systenm:

3. Degree equivalence (Baccalaureate, etc.):

§ 4. Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc.):

Summary

Total General Education Credits:

Total Professional Education Credits {90 Minimum):

Total Credits (150 Minimum)

Rev. 2015-05.Summaty
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexity and scope of the content in a course
or courses meets established standards necessary for the entry-level degree.

Clinical Education: That portion of a physical therapy program that is conducted in the healthcare environment
rather than the academic environment. (A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version
2004: p. 159)

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 159)

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes or as determined by the policy of the institution,

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific location within official institutional records where
content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational objectives, listing of course
content, course syllabi, test questions or other curricular documents.

Content Area: Component competencies as designated by the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Educational
Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists (Adopted October 1996; Effective January 1998).

Course: A series of study which is taught at the post secondary level, which results in an official transcript of record
with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit that can be verified by the institution. Credit is
either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks, plus an exam week, or is converted to semester hours based on 16
weeks of study.

Credit Hour: A semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of laboratory, or
48 hours of clinical education. ’

Evaluation: A dynamic process in which the physical therapist makes clinical judgments gathered during the
examination {Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Rev. Second Edition, 2003, APTA).

Examination: A comprehensive and specific testing process performed by a physical therapist that leads to
diagnostic classification or, as appropriate, to a referral to another practitioner. The Examination has three
components: the patient/client history, the systems reviews, and tests and measures. (Guide to Physical Therapist
Practice Rev. Second Edition, APTA, 2003)

Foundational Sciences: Essential content that contributes to the development and understanding of physical
therapy to include sciences that can be described as basic and applied and as biological, physical, and behavioral (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 162)

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed, provided these
courses were taken at the college level from a recognized educational program. These courses, both pre-
professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the core course requirements

Grades: Undergraduate grades must equate to a “C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be
accepted. Professional coursework must meet the requirement of a “C” or higher. Credentialing decisions for
conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as published in acceptable and
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recognized country codes and “International Reference Guides.” This includes, but is not limited to P.LE.R,, NAFSA
publications, or AACROA publications.

intervention: The purposeful interaction of the physical therapist with the patient/client, and, when appropriate,
with other individuals involved in patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and technigues to
produce changes in the condition. {4 Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004;
Page 163)

Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession; in this case used by FCCPT to determine entry-
level professional requirements for physical therapists. In physical therapy, The Guide to Physical Therapist Practice
Second Edition, A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, and Evaluative
Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists serve as resources for
setting these requirements. ‘

Substantially Equivalent: The individual has satisfied or exceeded the minimum number of credits required in
general and professional education needed for a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy. Coursework
completed may not be identical in all respects to a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy, but all
required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework, but not in essential areas of
professional education nor be of such magnitude that the education is not deemed to be at the entry-level of
preparation for practice in the United States.

Transcript Reference: Official documentation from the academic institution of courses completed, grades assigned,

and degree conferred in the form of an official tranécript. in the exceptional cases where an official transcript does
not exist within the institution, an alternative official document may be considered.
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INTRODUCTION

The Coursework Tools for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists {CWT) were developed by the Federation of State

~ Boards of Physical Therapy {FSBPT) in response to the needs of its member jurisdictions for a standardized method
to evaluate the educational equivalence of foreign educated physical therapists. Each CWT reflects the minimum
general and professsona I educational requirements for substantial equivalence at the time of graduation with
respect to a US first professional degree in physical therapy. Adoption of the tools would allow the same mobility
of foreign educated physical therapists as that afforded to US educated graduates ‘Coursework Tools should not be
interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual’s educational preparation or competence to practice. CWT 5 is
based upon the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical
Therapists, CAPTE, which will be implemented by FSBPT on July 1, 2009 through December 31, 2016.

The CWT that reflects current standards may be used to determine qualifications for prescreening certification for

the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). They are also designed to be used by credentialing
 organizations and education programs. In addition, the CWTs may be used as a se!f evaluat;on method to gmde

foreign educated physxcal therapists in comparmg then’ education to US standards. :
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OVERVIEW

Summary

The applicant must meet the requirement of not less than 150 semester credit hours as a prerequisite. The
minimum coursework regquirements, in and of themselves, do not necessarily satisfy the requirements of the first
professional degree. The applicant must have completed sufficient credit to satisfy the requirement for a post-
baccalaureate degree. The applicant must also meet any jurisdiction-specific requirements.

General Education

General education in the areas of humanities, physical science, biological science, social science, behavioral
science, and mathematics, must be identified. A minimum of a one-semester course must be successfully
completed in each area of general education unless otherwise noted.

Note: Some jurisdictions may require a specific number of semester credits. The applicant must meet the specific
requirements in the jurisdiction where they are seeking licensure.

1.

Humanities

a. English e. Literature
b. English composition f. Art

¢. Speechororal g. Music

communication
d. “Foreign language (cther
than native language)}

Physical Science

a. Chemistry with laboratory (one course required) *

b. Physics with laboratory (one courses required} *
¢. Geology )

d. Astronomy

* Two semesters preferred

Biological Science

a. Biology e. Kinesiology
b. Anatomy* f. Neuroscience
¢. Physiclogy* g. Genetics

d. Zoology

* One year of anatomy & physiology preferred

4. Social Science

a. History d. Economics
b. Geography e, Political science
¢. Sociology f. Religion
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8. Behavioral Science

a. Psychology* R Philosbphy
b. Anthropology d. Ethics
* Required - : f ~

6. Mathematics N ’ e
a. Statistics . . d. Calculus

“b. Algebra e TrigOnometi’y B
¢. Pre-calculus f. Geometry

Professional Education

Ninety semester credits shall be the minimum required in professional education.

L , Bas:c Health Science
Content is required in each topic listed (a through e) under basic heafth sciences.
a. Human anatomy {specific to physical therapy)

b. Human physiology {specific to physical therapy)
¢. . Neuroscience
- d. Kmesmiogy or functional anatomy
‘e, Pathology
2. Medical and Clinical Science

To prepare a competent physical therapist practitioner, the education must incorporate the essential elements of
Examination, Evaluation, and intervention. Therefore, educational coursework must contain ali of the foliowing:
a. Clinical medicine pertinent to phys;cal therapy Th:s must include but not be limited to:

1. Neurology

2. ~QOrthopedics

3. Pediatrics

4. Geriatrics

5. Cardiopulmonary

6. Pharmacology

7. General Medical/Surgical Metabolic Conditions

b. Physical therapist coursework must include but not be limited to:

1. Integumentary System * 3.Neuromuscular System 5. Metabolic Problems
a. Examination : a. Examination , -a. Examination
b. Evaluation ; " b. Evaluation b. Evaluation

2. Musculoskeletal System 4. Cardiopulmonary System
a. Examination ' a. Examination

b. Evaiuatuon b‘ Evaluation

Note: Exammat;on and evaluat;on content areas must be completed See Exammatxon and Evaluation
Content Area Summary.

c. Physical therapist coursework must include but is not limited to:
1. Integumentary interventions
2. Musculoskeletal Interventions
3. Neuromuscular Interventions
4. Cardiopulmonary Interventions
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Note: Intervention content areas must be completed. See Intervention Content Area Summary.

3. Clinical Education

Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy theory, examination,
evaluation, and intervention. The applicant must have a minimum of two full-time clinical internships of no less
than 800 hours total, which are supervised by a physical therapist. The maximum number of full time clinical

education credits is 23.

4. Related Professional Coursework
Content is required in the following 12 areas:

a. Professional behaviors e. Educational techniques

b. Administration f. Medical terminology

¢. Community health g. Communication (related to
client/patient care) ;

d. Research and clinical decision h. Legal and ethical aspects of

making physical therapy practice

Rev. 2014-11
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[EVALUATION CHECKLIST

Name: ' ' B ] 1 Date:

School: o - , o R Country:

Degree:

Reviewing Organization:

Reviewer(s):

Signature of Issuing Organization’s Authorized Representative:

Pnnt Name and T;tie

Note for Revtewmg Orgamzatzons Piease affix c:fftcna! orgamzatlon seai to each page of the Evaluatxon Checkhst
for authentication: purposes

General Education

A HUMANITIES: CREDITHOURs | TRANSCRIPTREFERENCE |
One course mmamum , ‘ R R
1. 'Enghsh* e ’; e ]
2 'EnghshCompos:txon* 1 I
3. 'Speech or Oral Commumcat;on : , o
4. Forergn Language(other than natlve gL
language) ' !
tast
5. Literature = 5
; ] g
6. Art 1
I;’
7. Music A
8. Native Language
9.

*For rows 1 & 2, if no credit in English or English composition is provnded the i:censmg }unsdlctlon should require
the apphcant to demonstrate Engi:sh pmﬁc:ency
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One course minimum

B. PHYSICAL SCIENCE: CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
One semester course in chemistry with
laboratory and one semester course in
physics with laboratory are required.
1. Chemistry with laboratory (Course I} |
2. Chemistry, with laboratory {Course
1)*
3. Physics with laboratory
{Course 1)
§ 4 Physics with laboratory
(Course I)*_
5. Geology
6. Astronomy
7.
8.
*One year of chemistry & physics preferred
C. BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE: CREDIT HOURS TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. Biology

Anatomy*

2
3. Physiology*
4

Zoology
5. Kineéiology
6. Neuros‘cikence
7 Genetics 7
8.
9.

* 6kne 'Yéar of ahétc;my & 'phys',violqo”gy preferred o
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D. SOCIALSCIENCE: |  crepmHOURS | TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
-One course minimum ~ ~ ' S ' '
History . -

‘Geography -

Sociology: o -

Economics

Religion

Palitical Science

ol ol ol sl ol vl e

E...B 1 ' [ I ) L DR

£: BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE CREDITHOURS “TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
One course minimum X . B . ERENLE
11 Psycba!qu* i

‘2. Anthropology

3. Philosophy

14 Ethics

i —————— i ——————

| EnS D
-*Required

VCRED;THQURS ! TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

F. MATHEMATICS:

One course minimum

1. Statistics \ N |
2. Algebra ' SN T e
: : s , i s st i
3. :
4
5

Pre-Calculus

. Calculus

. Trigonometr ' - ; ] :

6. Geometry

7.

SUB-TOTAL GENERAL EDUCATION CREDITS:

Rev. 2014-11
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A minimum of 90 semester credits is required in this area.

§ A, BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE:

£ Must include but not limited
ftoareas1-7.

TRANSCRIPT
1 Must include but not limited CREDIT REFE;‘ENCE JUSTIFICATION
HOURS

to areas 1 - 5. ; ,

1. Human Anatomy (Specific
§  tophysical therapy)
{1 2. Human Physiology

{Specific to physical

. therapy)

1 3. Neuroscience
{Neuroanatomy/

___Neurophysiology)

4. Kinesiology or Functional

___Anatomy _

5. Pathology

6.

7.

B. MEDICAL SCIENCE:

Clinical medicine pertinent to
] . CREDIT TRANSCRIPT
{ physical therapy. HOURS REFERENCE JUSTIFICATION

Neurology

Orthopedics

Pediatrics

Geriatrics

Cardiopulmonary

~ Pharmacology

ol 48 Pl Pol Lol 1ol i

General Medical/Surgical
Metabolic Conditions

oo

§ 10,
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C. CLIN!CAL SC%ENCE
Examination & Evaluation
Must include but not fimited to

CREDITHOURS {
areas 1a=5b. PR

“TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

 JUSTIFICATION -

1= mtegumentary System

- Examination

b, Evaluation

2. Musculoskeletal System

e Examipation

b.~ Evaluation’

3. Neuromuscular System =

" 3 Examination "
b Evaluatxon
k 'Z“ Cardrcpuimonary System : ,, :
~ Examination . ;

b ~Evaluation

5, Metabohc Probiems

oA Examination.

! b. Evaluation

| Examination and Eya"iuation Confent_Area_Summary

ewder;ce for ttems 1=230

Within the credit hours assugned in Chnscal Science: Examination -
& Evaluat:on above, md;c:ate on the examination and eva%uatlon
content area summary below content for whlch you found

Present =V

Abéent =@

Transtript Reference -

— . s “

- Aerobic capac:ty

Anth ropometnc charactenst:cs

AR A
~Arousal, mentation, ané cogmtmn :

-~ Assistive ahdy'adaptive devices

Ccmmumty and wcrk (job schoo or play) remtegratxon .
m 2

Cranial nerve mtegr;ty :

- Environmenta whomem and work Vbarriers

o §.~4'f.m~ wls wlwu

~ Ergonsmtcs and body mechamcs
= M

i

Gait, assisted locomotmn, and balance

‘ l w

11, ,Jcmt sntegnty‘and‘mob:htym -

12. Motor function .

13.
" endurance)

g
Muscle performance (including strength power and

4. Neuromotor development and senscry integration

14
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§ Within the credit hours assigned in Clinical Science: Examination
1 & Evaluation above, indicate on the examination and evaluation
{ content area summary below, content for which you found
evidence for items 1 - 23.

Present = N

Absent =

Transcript Reference

15. Orthotic, protective and supportive devices

17, Posture

18. Prosthetic requirements

19. Range of motion

1 20. Reflex integrity

21. Self-care and home management {including activities of
daily living and instrumental activities of daily living)

22. Sensory integration (including proprioception and
kinesthesia)

23, Ventilation, respiration, and circulation

24,

25.

Adapted from Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation df thysicai Therapists.

Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education; 1996; p. 29.

D. CLINICAL SCIENCE:

Interventions CREDIT | TRANSCRIPT
Must include but not limited to HOURS | REFERENCE
areas1-4. ‘

JUSTIFICATION

1. Integumentary Interventions

2. Musculoskeletal interventions
3. Neuromuscular Interventions
4. Cardiopulmonary Interventions |
5. Physical Agents /

s Electrotherapy

6. -

~Intervention Content Area Summarv

Within the credit hours assigned in Clinical Science: Interventions above, §  Present = N o
indicate on the intervention content area summary below, contentfor  §  Apsent=¢ Transcript Referenice
which you found evidence for itemns 1-10. ; o
1. Airway clearance techniques L
Debridement and wound care i

2
3. Electrotherapeutic modalities
4

Functional training in community and work {job, school, or
play) reintegration (including instrumental activities of daily

living, work hardening, and work conditioning)
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| B2 Functional training in self-care and home management ’
‘ (mcludmg activities of daily living and mstrumental actwctles

~_of daily living) = b
6. Manual therapy’technique& o [ B
1 7. Patient-related instruction : o o i VVVVV
8. Physical agents and mechanical mcdahtaes | '
9. Prescnption, application, and as appropriate, fabrication of '

- assistive, adaptive, orthotic, protective, supportive, and
- prosthetic devices and equipment

10 Therapeutsc exercise (including aerobic condztlomng) B e
Adapted from £ valuatlve Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Phys:cal Therapssts '
Commxssmn on Accred;tat;on in thsnca Therapy Educataon, 1996; p 30.

" CREDIT
__HOURs*
“Two Clinical Internships,  §
-total 800 hours L PR P S , ;
: Note: Clinical education must mc!ude physical. theraptst supervised application of physma! therapy theory,

examination, evaluation, and Intervention. The applicant must have a minimum of two full-time clinical mtemshtps of
no less than 800 hou rs totai that are supemsed by a physxca! theraplst '

E. cum(:A;EDucAme | TrRANsCRIPT RE#ERENCE | JusTIFICATION

* *Maximum number of full time clinical education credits is 23.-

~ }F. RELATED 4 o s
~ PROFESSIONAL i ~ TRANSCRIPT ‘ '
" COURSEWORK: 1 CREDIT - CREFERENCE - = ¢ JUSTIFICATION
Must include butnot -~ § - HOURS ' ‘
dimited to areas. 1-12. ,

1. ProfesszonalBehav&ors : , R o - 3
§ 2. Administration |
1 3. Community Health .
4. Research and Clinical
Decision Making

5. Educational
_ Techniques

. Med:cai Termmology '

7. Commumcatson
" {related to
client/patient care)
8. Legaland Ethical -
Aspects of Physical
9. Psychosocial Aspects : f
in Physical Therapy ;
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~ Practice

10.Emergency Procedures |

§ 11.Cultural Competency

1 12.Consultation,
Screening &
Delegation

SUB-TOTAL PROFESSIONAL EDUCAT!QN CREDITS:
(90 minimumy})

Academic Institution

Describe the academic level of the educational program and the institution within the context of the country’s
educational system: '

1. Status {recognition/accreditation} within the country’s educational system:

2. Entry requirements (secondary education):

3. Degree equivalence (Baccalaureate, Post — Baccalaureate etc.):

4. Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc.):
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Summary

Total General Education Credits:

Total Professional Education Credits (90 Minimum):

Total Credits {150 Minimum)

Rev. 2014-11
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexity and scope of the content in a course
or courses meets established standards necessary for the entry-level degree.

Clinical Education: That portion of a physical therapy program that is conducted in the healthcare environment
rather than the academic environment. {A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version
2004: p. 159)

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect-conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004; p. 159}

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes or as determined by the policy of the institution.

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific location within official institutional records where
content area(s} may be found. These references may be in the form of educational objectives, listing of course
content, course syllabi, test questions or other curricular documents.

Content Area: Component competencies as designated by the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Educational
Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapists (Adopted January 2006; Effective July 1, 2009).

Course: A series of study which is taught at the post secondary level, which results in an official transcript of record
with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit that can be verified by the institution. Credit is
either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks, plus an exam week, or is converted to semester hours based on 16
weeks of study. ’

Credit Hour: A semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of laboratory, or
48 hours of clinical education.

Evaluation: A dynamic process in which the physical therapist makes clinical judgments gathered during the
examination (Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Rev. Second Edition, 2003, APTA).

Examination: A comprehensive and specific testing process performed by a physical therapist that leads to
diagnostic classification or, as appropriate, to a referral to another practitioner. The Examination has three
components: the patient/client history, the systems reviews, and tests and measures. (Guide to Physical Therapist
Practice Rev. Second Edition, APTA, 2003).

Foundational Sciences: Essential content that contributes to the development and understanding of physical
therapy to include sciences that can be described as basic and applied and as biological, physical, and behavioral (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 162) )

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed, provided these
courses were taken at the college level from a recognized educational program. These courses, both pre-
professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the core course requirements
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Grades: Undergraduate grades must equate to a “C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be -
‘acceypted‘ Professional coursework must meet the requirement of a “C” or higher. Credentialing decisions for
conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as published in acceptable and
recogmzed country codes and “International Reference Gurdes " This mcludes, hut is not limited to P L.E.R., NAFSA
publications, or AACROA publications. :

' lntewention; The purposefui interaction of the physical therapist with the patient{cﬁem, and, when appropriate,
" with other individuals involved In patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and techniques to
produce changes in the condtteon (A Normative Model of Physical Theraptst Profess:cna! Educaflon Version 2004;
Page 163}

Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession; in this case used by FCCPT to determine entry-
level professional requirements for physical therapists. In physical therapy, The Guide to Physfca! Therapist‘Prqctice
‘Second Edition, A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, and Evalugtive
Criteria for Accreditation of Education ngrams for the Preparatton of Phys:ca! Therap:sts serve as resources for
setting these requirements. ,

Subétantialfy Eqdivalent: The individual has satisfied or exceeded the minimum number of credits required in
general and professional education needed for a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy. Coursework
completed may not be identical in all respects to a U.S. first pfofessional degree in physicavl therapy, but all
required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework, but not in essential areas of
professional education nor be of such magnitude that the education is not deemed to be at the entry~ieve! of
preparation for practxce in the United States : 2

Transcript Reference: Official documentation from the academic institution of courses completed, grades assigned,

and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the excepnonai cases where an offucsai transcript does
not exist within the institution, an alternative official document may be considered.
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INTRODUCTION

The Coursework Tools for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists (CWT) were developed by the Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) in response to the needs of its member jurisdictions for a standardized method
to evaluate the educational equivalence of foreign educated physical therapists. Each CWT reflects the minimum
general and professional educational requirements for substantial equivalence at the time of graduation with
respect to a US first professional degree in physical therapy. Adoption of the tools would allow the same mobility
of foreign educated physical therapists as that afforded to US educated graduates. Coursework Tools should not be
interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual’s educational preparation or competence to practice.

CWT 6 is based upon the Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) Evaluative Criteria
for PT Programs August 2014, which will be implemented by FSBPT on January 1, 2017, '

The CWT that reflects current standards may be used to determine qualifications for an applicant to sit for the
NPTE, for first-time licensure in US jurisdictions and prescreening certification for the United States Citizenship and
immigration Services (USCIS}.

Per the following motion passed by the 2014 Delegate Assembly, CWTs that reflect previous standards may be
used to determine qualifications for licensure through endorsement of a foreign educated PT or PTA who is already
licensed, certified or registered in another US jurisdiction.

DEL-14-02

The credentials of a foreign educated physical therapist (FEPT) who is currently licensed in a jurisdiction,
and is seeking licensure through endorsement in another jurisdiction should be evaluated using the
version of the FSBPT Coursework Tool retro tool that covers the date the applicant graduated from their
respective physical therapy education program.

This process should be used for those seeking licensure through endorsement only. First-time licensure
candidates should be evaluated using the current Coursework Tool.

In addition, rescind Delegate Assembly motion DEL-05-10.
They are also designed to be used by credentialing organizations and education programs. in addition, the CWTs

may be used as a self-evaluation method to guide foreign educated physical therapists in comparing their
education to US standards.

Rev. 2016-10



g

Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy
Coursework Tool 6
Page 2

OVERVIEW

Summary

The apphcant must meet the requnrement of not less than 170 semester credut hours asa prerequls&te The
minimum coursework requnrements, inand of themseives, do not necessarily satisfy the requirements of the first
professxonal degree. The apphcant must have completed sufficient credit to satisfy the requirement for at
minimum a post-baccalaureate degree. The applicant must also meet any jurisdiction-specific requirements.

General Education

‘General education in the areas of communications and humanities, physical science, biological science, social and
behavioral science, and mathematics, must be identified. A minimum of a one course must be successfully
completed in each area of general education unless otherwise noted.

the Some ju rssdxctmns may require a specific number of semester credits. The apphcant must meet the spemﬁc
requirements in the Jurisdiction where they are seeking licensure. :

1. Communication and Humanities
a.
b.

C.

d.

English

- English composition

Speech or oral
communication

Foreign language {other

than native language) -

2. Physical Science
Chemistry with laboratory (one course reqmred} *
Physics with aboratory (one courses reéquired) *

o

b
c.
d

3. Biological Science {General —

Geology
Astronomy

~.a. Biology
b. Anatomy
¢. Physiology
d. Zoology

4. Social and Behavioral Science

a. History .

b. Geography
¢. Sociology

d. Psychology*

* Required

5. Mathematics
a. Statistics

Rev, 2016-10

e. Native Language

f. Literature

g. Visual Arts
h. Performing Arts

.- 1. Philosophy
= Ethics

not core to PT)

e. Kinesiology
f. Neuroscience

. Economics

f. Political:science
g. Religion

h. Anthropology

d. Caicuius
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b. Algebra e. Trigonometry
c. Pre-calculus f. Geometry
g Computer Studies

Professional Education

Ninety semester credits shall be the minimum required in professional education. There should be at least 68
didactic credits and 22 clinical education credits.

1. Basic Health Science

Content is required in each topic listed {a through I} under basic health sciences. The didactic content is basic
to the practice of PT practice.

Human anatomy (specific to physical therapy)

Human physiology (specific to physical therapy)
Neuroscience (Neuroanatomy/Neurophysiology)
Kinesiology, functional anatomy or biomechanics
Pathology

Pharmacology

Genetics

Histology

Nutrition

Exercise Science

Psychosocial aspects of health, disability, physical therapy
Diagnostic imaging

TATT SR S0 Q0 oW

2. Medical Science
The competent physical therapist practitioner is cognizant of genera! medical sciences relevant to healthcare,
human function and system interaction. This must include but not be limited to:
Cardiovascular {including Lymphatic) system
Respiratory system
Endocrine & metabolic systems
Renal, genitourinary systems
Immune system
Integumentary system
Musculoskeletal system
Neurologic system
System interactions
Differential diagnosis
Medical, surgical conditions across the lifespan
i. Pediatrics
il. Geriatrics

AT T oTE o Aan oW

To prepare a competent physical therapist practitioner, the education must incorporate the essential elements of
Examination, Evaluation, and Intervention. Therefore, educational coursework must contain all of the following: |
3. Examination
a. Patient history
b. Screening of patient
¢.  Systems review
d. Physical exams, tests and measure selection
i. Test and measures administration
il. Aerobic capacity/endurance
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iv.

vi.
vil.
vili,

Xi.
xi.
xiil.
Xiv.
XV,

xvil.
xviil.
Xix.
XX.
xXi.
Xxii.

- xxiii.
xxiv.

Evaluation
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Anthropometric characteristics

Mental functions

Assistive, adaptive devices :
Community work {job, school, or play) reintegration
Cranial nerve integrity

Peripheral nerve integrity

Environmental, home, work barriers
Ergonomics, body mechamcs

Gait

Integumentary mtegmy

Joint integrity and mobility

Mobility (excluding gait}

Motor function

Muscle performance

Neuromotor development, sensory processmg

Pain

Posture

Range of motion

Reflex integrity

Self-care, home management

Sensory integrity -
Ventilation, respiration or gas exchange

The physical therapist is responsible for the interpretation and analysis of the data collected in the
examination of the client/patient. Education must include the following but is not limited to:

oD oTe

Data analysis and evaluation
Patient problem identification
Findings that warrant referral -
Prognosis and goal formulation
Plan of care development

Plan of Care Implementation
The implementation of treatment interventions is to be included in the educational program for the
physical therapist practitioner. This includes the following but is not limited to

a. Interventions

i
i
it
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
X.
Xi.

xii.
xiil.

Airway clearance techniques

integumentary repair and protection

Wound debridement

Electrotherapy

Physical agents

Mechanical agents

Community, work, functional training

Self-care, home management, functional training

Manual therapy techniques (including joint and soft tissue mobilization and massage)
Patient/client education

Prescription, application, and as appropriate, fabrication of assistive, adaptive, orthotic,

* protective, supportive, and prosthetic devices and equtpment

Therapeutic exercise
Mobility training

b. Plan of care management
¢. Supervision of support staff
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d. Outcome assessment
e. Discharge or discontinuation planning
f. Patient-related emergency procedures

6. Clinical Education

Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy theory, examination,
evaluation, and intervention. The applicant must have a minimum of two full-time clinical internships of no less
than 1050 hours total, which are supervised by a physical therapist. The required and maximum number of full-
time dinical education credits is 22. The clinical internships must also show evidence of a variety of patient
diagnoses or conditions.

7. Related Professional Coursework
Content is required in the following 12 areas:

a. Professional roles and behaviors f. Teaching & learning {including k. Teamwork and inter-professional
: educational theory) collaboration
b. Healthcare Systems, g. Documentation {all aspects of I. Cultural competency
Administration and Management patient/client management)
© ¢. Community health h. Communication m. Consultation
d. Health promotion and weliness i. Legal and regulatory aspects of
e. Clinical Decision Making physical therapy practice
Processes - Evidence-based j. Ethical aspects and values of -
Practice and physical therapy practice

Rev. 2016-10
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EVALUATION CHECKLIST
Name: Date:
School: o .| Country:

Degrée:

Reviewing Organization:

Reviewer(s):

Signature of Issuing Organization’s Authorized Representative:

Print Name and Title:

Note for Reviewing Organizations: Please affix official organization seai to the Evaluation Check sst
authent;catson purposes.

General Education

A. - Communication and Humanities . L o
Credit Hours Transcript Reference
One ¢ourse minimum from the category
1.  English Language
2. English Composition
3. Speech or Oral Communication
4.  Foreign Language '
5. Native Language
6. Composition of Research Wnt;ng
7.  Literature
8. Visual Arts
g, Performing Arts
10.  Philosophy
11.  Ethics
B, Physical Science: :
One course in chemistry {with laboratory) and one Credit Hours  Transcript Reference
course in physics (with laboratory) are required®. '
1. Chemistry {with laboratory)*
2. Physics {with laboratory}*
3. Geology
4. Astronomy
C. Biological Science: ‘
{General - not core to PT} Credit Hours Transcript Reference
One course minimum
1. Biology
2. ~ Anatomy
3. Physiology
4, Zoology
5. Kinesiology
6. Neuroscience

Rev. 2016-10
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D. Social and Behavioral Science:
Two courses minimum from the category

Credit Hours

Transcript Reference

History

Geography

Saciology

Eal bl iadin

Economics

Religion

Political Science

Psychology*

@ (N {o |

Anthropology

Required

E. Mathematics:
One course minimum from the category

Credit Hours

Transcript Reference

Statistics

Algebra

Pre-Calculus

Calculus

Trigonometry

Geometry

NI TS W e

Computer Studies

SUB-TOTAL GENERAL EDUCATION CREDITS:

Professional Education

A minimum of 90 semester credits is required in this area.

A. Basic Health Science:

Must include but not limited to areas Credit Transcript Reference Justification
Hours
1-12.
1. Human Anatomy /core to PT
2. Human Physiology / core to PT
3. Neuroscience
{Neuroanatomy/ Neurophysiology}
4. Kinesiology, Functional
Anatomy, or Biomechanics
5 Pathology
6. Pharmacology
7. Genetics
8. Histology
9. Nutrition
10. Exercise Science
11, Psychosocial aspects of

health, disability, physical therapy

12. Diagnostic imaging

Rev, 2016-10
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Subtotal Basic Health Science

:e:iust incl?de:;::: i‘zf:;:;;e d to areas 1 - 11b. Credit Hours | Transcript Reference Justification :
1. Cardiovascular {including Lymphatic)
2. Respiratory -
3. Endocrine& Metabolic
4, Renal, Genitourinary
5. Immune
6. Integumentary
7. Musculoskeletal
8. Neurologic
9, System Interactions
10. Differential Diagnosis
11. Medical, Surgical Conditions across the life span

11a. Pediatrics

11h. Geriatrics

Subtotal Medical Science
C. : 'Examination: ’ ’ Credit ’ , i
Must include but not limited to areas 1 Hours Transcript Reference Justification
- 5w, '
1. History
BN T T a——
3.  Systems Review
4 Physical Exams, Tests,
Measures Selection B

5. Tests and Measures Administration:

a. Aerobic capacity/Endurance

b. Anthropometric
characteristics

¢. Mental Functions

d. Assistive, adaptive devices

e. Community, work (job, school,
or play) reintegration

f. Cranial Nerve Integrity

g. Peripheral Nerve Integrity

h. Environmental, home, work
barriers

i. Ergonomics, body mechanics

j._Gait

k. Integumentary integrity

. Joint integrity and mobility

m. Mobility {excluding gait)

n. Motor function

0. Muscle performance

Rev. 2016-10
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p. Neuromotor development,
sensory processing

q. Pain

r. Posture

s. Range of motion

t. Reflex integrity

u. Self-care, home management

v. Sensory integrity

w. Ventilation, respiration or gas
exchange

Subtotal Examination

D. Evaluation: Credit
Must include but not limited to areas 1 Hours Transcript Reference Justification
-5,
1. Data Analysis and Evaluation
2. Patient Problem Ildentification
3. Findings that Warrant Referral
4, Prognosis and Goal
Formulation
5. Plan of Care Development
Subtotal Evaluation
E. Plan of Care Implementation: Credit
Must include but not limited to areas 1 Hours Transcript Reference Justification
{la-m) —6.
1. Interventions

a. Airway clearance techniques

b. Integumentary Repair &
Protection

¢. Wound Debridement

d. Electrotherapy

e. Physical Agents

f. Mechanical Agents

g. Community, Work Functional
Training

h. Self-Care, Home Management
Function Training

i. Manual therapy techniques
{including joint and soft
tissue mobilization and
massage)

Patient/Client Education

.
.

k. Prescription, application, and
as appropriate, fabrication of
assistive, adaptive, orthotic,
protective, supportive, and
prosthetic devices and

Rev. 2016-10
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equipment

—
by

Therapeutic exercise

m. Mobility Training

plan of Care Management

Supervision of Support Staff
Qutcome Assessment

Discharge or Discantinuation

olon|slwin

Patient-related Emergency
Procedures

Subtotal Plan of Care Implementation

F. Clinical Education Credit Transcript Reference Justification
22 credits required* Hours

Clinical experiences: Yes No TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. Deliver physical therapy services to
patients/clients with a variety of diseases and
conditions settings

2. Occurinat least 2 different types of practice
settings

- Note: Clinical education must include physical therapist-supervised application of physical therapy theory,
examination, evaluation, and intervention. The applicant must have a minimum of two full-time clinical educational
experiences (with a variety of patient populations, diagnoses, and acuity levels) of no less than 1050 hours.

*Full time clinical education credits is to be 22 credits.

G. Related Professional
Coursework: Must include but not
limited to areas 1-13.

Credit

Transcript Reference Justification
Hours

1. Professional Roles and
Behaviors

2. Healthcare Systems,
Administration, and
Management

w

Community Health

4, Health Promotion and
- Wellness

5. Clinical Decision Making
Processes - Evidence-based
Practice and

6. Teaching and Learning
{including educational theory)

7. Documentation (all aspects of
patient/client management)

&=

Communication

w

Legal and Regulatory Aspects

Rev. 201610
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of Physical Therapy practice

10.

Ethical Aspects and values of
Physical Therapy Practice

11.

Teamwork and Inter-
professional Collaboration

12.

Culturai Competency

13.

Consultation

Subtotal Related Professional
Coursework

SUB-TOTAL PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION CREDITS:

(90 minimum)

Rev. 2016-10
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Academic Institution

Describe the academic level of the educational program and the institution within the context of the
country’s educational system:

1. Status (recognition/accreditation) within the country’s educational system:
2. Entry Requirements {(secondary education):
3. Degree Eé{uiva!ence {Baccalaureate, Post-Baccalaureate etc.)

4. Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc.)

Summary

Total General Education Credits:

Total Professional Education Didactic Credits (68 Minimum):

Total Clinical Education Hours (1050 Hours required equals 22 credits)

Total Credits {170 Minimum)

Rev. 2016-10
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexity and scope of the content in a course
or courses meets established standards necessary for the entry-level degree.

Clinical Education: That aspect of the professional curriculum during which student learning occurs directlyas a
function of being immersed within physical therapist practice. These experiences comprise all of the formal and
practical “real-life” learning experiences provided for students to apply classroom knowledge, skills, and
professional behaviors in the clinical environment. {CAPTE Evaluative Criteria)

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. (A
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004, p. 159}

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific location within official institutional records where
content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational objectives, listing of course
content, course syllabl, test questions or other curricular documents.

Course: A series of study which is taught at the post secondary level, which results in an official transcript of record
with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit that can be verified by the institution. Credit is
either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks, plus an exam week, or is converted to semester hours based on 16
weeks of study.

Credit Hour: A Semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of laboratory, or
48 hours of clinical education. :

Evaluation: A dynamic process in which the physical therapist makes clinical judgments gathered during the
examination (Guide to Physicol Therapist Practice Rev. Second Edition, 2003, APTA).

Examination: A comprehensive and specific testing process performed by a physical therapist that leads to
diagnostic classification or, as appropriate, to a referral to another practitioner. The Examination has three
components: the patient/client history, the systems reviews, and tests and measures. {Guide to Physical Therapist
Practice Rev. Second Edition, APTA, 2003).

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed, provided these
courses were taken at the post secondary level from a recognized educational program. These courses, both pre-
professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the core course requirements

Grades: Undergraduate grades must equate to a “C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be
accepted. Professional coursework must meet the requirement of a “C” or higher. Credentialing decisions for
conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as published in acceptable and
recognized country codes and “International Reference Guides.” This includes, but is not limited to P.LE.R,, NAFSA
publications, or AACROA publications.

Intervention: The purposeful interaction of the physical therapist with the patient/client, and, when appropriate,
with other individuals involved in patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and techniques to
produce changes in the condition. (A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004,
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Page 163)

Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession; in this case used by credentialing agencies to
determine entry-level professional requirements for physical therapists. In physical therapy, The Guide to Physical
Therapist Practice Second Edition, A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Professional Education: Version 2004,

and Evaluative Criteria for PT Programs serve as resources for setting these requirements. :

Substantially Equivalent: The individual has satisfied or exceeded the minimurm number of credlts required in
general and profes:;:cnai education needed for a u.s. first professional degree in physncai therapy. Coursework
completed may not be identical in all respects to a U.S. first professional degree in physical therapy, but all
required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework, but not in essential areas of
professional education nor be of such magnitude that the education is not deemed to be at the entry -level of
preparat:on for practice in the United States

Transcript Reference: Official documentatiycn from the academic institution of courses completed, grades assigned,

and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the exceptional cases where an official transcript does
not exist within the institution, an alternative official document may be considered.

Rev, 2016-10
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INTRODUCTION

Thé Coursework Tool for Foreign Educated Physical Therapist Assistants (PTA-Tool 1) was deVéioped by
the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) in response to the 2008 p"ubii'shed‘regulation

* number CMS-1385 b\) the Cénters for Medicare and Medicaid Ser#ices‘ (CMS) for Medicare reimburse‘men’t. '
This CMS reguylatfon requires a foreign ed ucated physical the:apist ‘assistant to show certiﬁcationk of
education which is substantially equivalent to an entry-level physical therapist assistant's education in thé
United States. PTA-Tool 1 reflects the minimum foundational studies and applied science and technical |
education for substantial equivalence with respect to a US first degree for a physical therapist assistant.
Coursework fools §hou¥d not.be interpreted as the sole determinant of an individual's educaﬁona% '
preparation or competence to work as a physical therapist assistant. CWT PTA-Tool 1 is validated against
the Commission on Accreditétion in Physical Therapy Education’s (CAPTE) Evaluative Critéria for
Accreditation of Fducation Programs for the Preparation of Pﬁy'sicaf Therapist Assrl%tan.t?; ado;ﬁted April

2006 and effective July 1, 2007.

 PTA-Tool 1 may be used by creéehﬁaling organizations and educétionai pmgrémé. In addition, it may be
used as a self-evaluation method to guide foreign educated physical therapist assistants in ‘comparing

their education to US standards.
**The original name of PTA-Tool 1 was PTA Tool 2007. Updates to the CAPTE evaluative criteria required

an update to the Tool and the release of PTA-Tool 2. In 2017, the tool name changed from PTA Tool

2017 to PTA-Tool 1; no other changes were made, PTA Tool 2017 and PTA-Tool 1 are the same tool.**

Rev. 2012-12



Federation of State Boards of Physical
Therapy CWT PTA-Tool 1
Page 2

THE USE OF THE COURSEWORK TOOL

The PTA-Tool 1 is to be used to assess those candidates who are applying for licensure or certification as
PTAs in a US jurisdiction, or who are working in a setting providing services to clients who qualify for
CMS funding. Finding substantial equivalency alone does not qualify an individual to work as a PTA. The
finding of equivalency, however, may be a determinant in allowing a candidate to sit for the PTA National

Physical Therapy Examination.

The role of the physical therapist assistant has historically been identified and labeled in the US as one of
a paraprofessional who Is uniquely educated to assist the physical therapist in the provision of physical
therapy services. PTA education in thf—: US is at the post-secondary level of education, and results in an
Assaciate of Applied Science (A.A.S.), Associate of Science (A.S.) or an Associate of Arts (A.A.) degree.

Programs are generally two years in length. The emphasis of PTA education is in the area of intervention.

US PTA curriculum consists of Foundational Studies and Applied Sciences and Technical Education.
Foundational Studies include 15 semester credits in humanities, natural sciences, social/behavioral
‘sciences and mathematics/logic. The Applied Sciences and Technical Education include a minimum of 49
semester credits to address basic health science, medical science, data collection techniques, therapeutic

interventicns, supervised clinical work and related technical coursework,

At the time of this publication, FSBPT has identified at least seven foreign PTA programs, located

primarily in Canada and Europe.
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OVERVIEW

Summary

The apphcant must meet the requirement of not less than sixty-four semester credit hours; 15 in
foundational studies and 49 in applied science and technical education. The minimum coursework
requirements, in and of themselves, do not necessarily satisfy the requirements of the entry-level physical
therapist assistant degree. The applicant must have completed sufficient credits to satisfy the
requirement for at least two years of post~secondary education. The applicant must also meet any
jurisdiction-specific requirements.

Foundational ‘StUdies

Fifteen semester credits is the minimum number required in foundational studies. Foundational studies
include the areas of English composition, physical/natural & biological science, social/ behavioral science,
and mathematics/logic. A minimum of a one-semester course must be successfully completed in each
area of foundationat studies unless otherwise noted The physrca!/natura!/ btolegica! science content may
be mbedded in the technlcai coursework , :

Some jurisdictions may requ;re more than 15 semester credits. The applicant must meet the specific
requirements in the jurlsdtction where they are seekmg izcensure

1. Humanities

a. English ' e. Literature
b. English composition* f. Art
¢. Speech or oral , g. Music

_ communication
d. Foreign language (other
than native Eanguage)

*requlred

2. Physical/Naturai/Biological Sciences
a. Chemistry o f. Physics
b. Biology o g. Kinesiology
c. Anatomy h. Neuroscience
d. Physiology : i. Genetics
e. Zoology j- Astronomy

3. Social/Behavicral Science

a. History f. Economics
b. Geography g. Political science
¢. Sociology h. Religion
d. Psychology i. Philosophy
e. Anthropology j. Ethics
4. Mathematics/Logic
a. Statistics , d. Calculus
b. Algebra e. Trigonometry
¢. Pre-caiculus f. Geometry
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Applied Science & Technical Education
Forty-nine semester credits shall be the minimum required in applied science and technical education.

1. Basic Health Science

Coursework is required in each topic listed below.
a.  Human anatomy (specific to physical therapy)
b.  Human physiology (specific to physical therapy)
C. Kinesiology or functional anatomy
d Pathology

2. Medical and Clinical Science
a. Medical science pertinent to physical therapy. This must include but not be limited to:
1. Neurology
2. Orthopedics
3. Cardiopulmonary

b. Physical therapist assistant coursework must include but not be limited to:
1. Integumentary System 3. Neuromuscular System
a. Data Collection a. Data Collection
2. Musculoskeletal System 4, Cardiopulmonary System
a. Data Collection a. Data Collection
C. Physical therapist assistant coursework must include but is not limited to:
1. Integumentary Interventions
2. Musculoskeletal Interventions
3. Neuromuscular Interventions
4. Cardiopulmonary Interventions
5. Physical Agents/Electrotherapy
6. First Aid/Emergency Care
3. Clinical Education

The clinical education component includes organized and sequential experiences coordinated with the
didactic component of the curriculum, which may include integrated and full-time experiences, The
applicant must have full-time clinical experiences with a minimum of two clinical areas of work, for no less
than 520 hours total, which are supervised by a clinical supervisor who is a physical therapist or physical
therapist assistant. The maximum number of full-time clinical education credits is 15.

4, Related Technical Coursework
Content is required in the following seven areas:
a. Role of the PTA

b. Professional Ethics, Behaviors & Issues

¢. Administration

d. Educational Techniques

e. Communication (related to client/patient care)
f. Medical Legal Issues and Healthcare Delivery
g. Psychosocial Aspects in Physical Therapy Work

Rev.2012-12
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PTA EVALUATION CHECKLIST

Foundatlonal Stud!es

Fifteen semester credits are required in this area.

r

{ A HUMANITIES: - Transcript I o
1 One course minimum. o Credit g . Reference Comments

i nat ive language)

1. English
1 2. English Composition*
: 43 Speech or Oral Communication

- Foreign Language (other than

5, Literature

1 7. Music: ' B ‘ : e B f

* Required -

Physical Sciences &

B. NATURAL SCIENCE:

Biological Sciences | | Trenscript R ,
This contentareamay be = | Credit | Reference ‘ Comments
imbedded in Applied Sciences. | : AR R I o

; 3..Anatomy, N !

1 Bno!ogy s = I P i , il

1 4. Physiology

{ At least one course - from any
_area. ' ~

C. SOCIAL / BEHAVIORAL'
SCIENCE: :

1 Credit | Transcript Reference | = Comments

History

Sociology |

_Economics : L S

' Religion

Political Science

dmimlolofwlr

Psychoiogy

Philosophy

=d fol

Lthies
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{1 D. MATHEMATICS/LOGIC: |
{ At least one course - from any ] Transcript
jarea. Credit 3 Reference  §  Comments
1. Statistics ! |
2. Algebra
3. _Pre-Calculus
4. Calculus
>. Trigonometry
_6. Geometry
7. General Mathematics
SUB-TOTAL FOUNDATIONAL STUDIES CREDITS: (15 minimum)

Applied Sciences & Technical Education
Forty-nine semester credits are required in this area.

['A. BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE:
1 Coursework is required in each . Transcript
| area (1-4), o Credit Reference Comments
1. Human Anatomy

2. Human Physiology

3. Kinesiology or Functional
£ - Anatomy s
i 4 Pathology

B. MEDICAL SCIENCE:

General Medical Knowledge

Coursework must include but is Transcript

not limitedto 1-3. Credit ~ Reference . Comments
1. Neurology

2. Orthopedics

3. Cardiopulmonary

C. CLINICAL SCIENCE:

Data Collection
PTA coursework must include but - - Transcript -
1 is not limited to areas 1-4. Credit Reference ; Comments .
1. Integumentary System '
; Data Collection o
§ 2. Musculoskeletal System
_Data Collection
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13. Neuromuscular System ¥
- Data Collection

4, Cardchulmonary System
1 Data Cotlectton

Data Col!ectnon Skl"S Content Area Summary
Wxthm the credit hours ass;gned above, mdlcate content area which you found ev;dence for ftems 1 - 14.

| Present = + - Transcript
§ Absent =@ Reference

Data collectlon skxlls content areas include
{ but are not i:mtted,to the followmg

11. Aerobic capacity
2.0 Anthropometr:c characterxsttcs
3. Arousal, mentation, and cogmtron
4, Assistive and adaptive de\nces -
15 Gait, aSSIsted locomotion, and balance
6
7
8

Intequmentary mtegnty
Joint xntegnty and mobmty‘

8. Muscle performance (including strength
~power, and endurance)

9. Neuromotor deveiopment S
10. Pain - ' i
,&'11, Posture - )

12, Range of motion - -

: 13 Self-care and home management (mc uding D
activities.of daily living and instrumental
actwttzes of dail Y. living)

: 14 Ventllat ion, respxrat on, and c:rculatfon

Adapted from the. Eva/uatme Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Creparation of PhySfcéf %;6;;}3;3)2} Assfstants,'
Ccmmss;on on Accreditation in Physxcat Therapy Education, 2007; Appendix Al 31 I PR :

pi e

D. CLINICAL SCIENCE:

INTERVENTIONS : R :
PTA coursework must include but . - Transcript : ~
is not limited to areas 1-6. - & Credit . Reference 3o o Comments.

1. Inte umentary Intewentsons
Musculoskeletal Interventions
Neuromuscular Interventions
Cardiopulmonary Interventions §
. Physical Agents/Electro e
First Aid/ Emergency Care 3

¥
3,
4.
5.
6.
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Intervention Content Area Summary

Within the credit hours assigned above, indicate the content area for which you found evidence for items 1-5.

{ not limited to, the following:

{ Intervention content areas include, but are

Present = v
Absent = @

Transcript
~ Reference

,, 1 Wound Management

A. Application and removal of
____ dressingagents
B. Identification of precautlons for

dressmg removal

2 Funct/ona/ Training

A. Activities of Dally meg

Assistive /Adaptive Devices

 Body Mechanics

Developmental Activities

Gait and Locomotion Training

~ Prosthetics and Orthotics

Wheelchair Management Skills

Infection Control Procedures

=lzlo|n|mlolole

Isolation Techniques

J. Sterile Technique

3. Patient-related instruction

4 Ph yszca/ agents and mechan/ca/ moo’a//t/es

A Athermal Agents ) -
B. Blofeedback
C.  Compression Theraples
D.  Cryotherapy _ _§ 4
E. Electrotherapeutic Agents
F. Hydrotherapy
G. Superficial and Deep Thermal
Agents
H. Traction :
5, Therapeut/c exercise (/nc/ud/ng aerobic cond/t/on/ng)
A. Aerobic Exercise
~B.  Balance and Coordination Training 4}
C. Breathing Exercises and Coughing
Techniques =~
D. Condltlonlng and recondmomng
E. Posture Awareness“t_rallmng
F. Range of Motion Exercises
G. Stretching Exercises
H. Strengthening Exercises

Adapted from the Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapist Assistants.
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Comimission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education; 2007; Appendix Al 30 - 31

JE. CLINICAL EDUCATION 1 HOURS* ] Transcript reference Comments

Two clinical internships. Total {:hmc
hours = 520 hours ,

Note The cimlcai educatxon componeﬂt includes organized and sequentsa¥ expenences coordmated Wlth
the didactic component of the curriculum, which may include integrated and full time experiences. The
applicant must have full-time clinical experiences with a minimum of two dlinical areas of work, which are
supervised by a clinical supemsor who is a physical therapist or physical therapist ass«stant

#Maximum number of ful! time clmtcal education credits tS 15, Forty—e:ght clock hours equai one semester
credlt

F. RELATED TECHNICAL
COURSEWORK:

COUTS@WOFK is required in areas 1-7. Transcript

Credit - Reference Comments -

1. Role of the PTA

2. Professional Ethscs, Behavxors &
_Issues ‘

3. Administration. .~~~
. Educational Techmques

5. Communication (related to
_Client/patient care)
6.-Medical Legal Issues-and-
Healthcare Delivery V
7. Psychosocial Aspects in Physical
arherapy Work - '

N

SUB-TOTAL TECHNICAL EDUCATION CREDITS: (49 minimum)

Rev. 2012-12
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ACADEMIC INSTITUTION

context of the country’s educational system:

1. Status (recognition/accreditation) within the country’s educational system:

2. Entry requirements (minimum of secondary education):

3. Degree equivalence (Associate of Science, etc.):

4. Other (CAPTE accreditation, etc.):

Summary

- 2 Number-of
Credits

{ Total Foundational Studies Credits (15 minimum):

Total Technical Education Credits (49 minimum):

ATotrayi Credits (64 m}inimyum):

64 credits = Two years of study

Rev. 2012-12
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the reqéirement that the !e#:el of complexity and scope of the content in
a course or COurses meets established standards necessary for the entry—!eve% associate’s degree.

Clinical Educatton That pomon of a phys;cal therapy. program that is conducted in the heaith care
environment rather than the academic enwronment (A Normatfve Mode/ of Physical Therapist Assistant
Education: Version 2007, p 12)

Clinical Sciences: Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist
for management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across
systems. (A4 Normative Model of Physical Therapist Asszisfan:qucat/‘on: Version 2007, p. 159)

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes or as determined by the policy of the institution.

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific references within official institutional
records where content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational
objectives, iisting of course content, course sy!labi, test questions, or other curricular documents.

COntent Area Component competencxes as desi gnated by the Eva!uaz‘/ve C‘m‘ena for Accred/tatfon of
Educational Programs for t!;e Preparat!on of Physma/ merapfsmsswtanrs (Adopted April 2006, effective July
1, 2007).

Course: A series of study which is taught at the post-secondary level and results in an official transcript
of record with-assigned grade, a course description and syliabus, and credit can be verified by the
institution. Credit is either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks plus exam week or is converted to
semester hours based on 16 weeks of study.

Credlt Hour: A semester cred it hour must mclude ata mummum 15 hours of lecture or 30 hours of
laboratory, or 48 hours of dlinical educat:on

Data-collection skills: Those processes/procedures used throughout the intervention to gather
information about the patient’s/client’s progress through observation; measurement; subjective,
objective, and functional findings. (A Normalive Model of Physical Therapist Assistant Education: Version
2007 p. 130)

Foundational Sciences: Essential content that contributes to the development and understanding of
physical therapy to include sciences that can be described as basic and applied. (A Normative Model of
Physical Therapist Assistant Fducation: Version 2007, Page 132)

General Education: General Education constitutes all non-physical therapy education completed,
provided these courses were taken at the college level from a recognized educational program. These
courses, both pre-professional and post-professional education, may be used to fulfill the 30 credit
requirements after the core courses have been met. General education may be included in Foundational
Studies.

Rev. 2012-12



Federation of State Boards of Physical

Therapy CWT PTA-Tool 1§
Page 12

Grades: Grades must equate to a "C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be accepted.
Credentialing decisions for conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as
published in acceptable and recognized country codes and “International Reference Guides.” This includes
but is not limited to, P.1.E.R., NAFSA publications or AACROA publications.

Intervention: The purposeful and skilled interaction of the physical therapist or physical therapist
assistant with the patient/dlient, and, when appropriate, with other individuals involved in the
patient/client care, using various physical therapy procedures and techniques to produce changes in the
patient’s/client’s condition. (A Mormative Model of Physical Therapist Assistant Education: Version 2007 p.
133) :

Standards: Foundational requirements of an established profession to determine entry-level
professional/ technical requirements for physical therapists and physical therapist assistants. In physical
therapy, The Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Second Edition, A Normative Model of Physical Therapist
Assistant Education: Version 2007, and Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the
Preparation of Physical Therapist Assistants serve as resources for setting these requirements.

Substantially Equivalent: The individual has satisfied or exceeded the minimum number of credits
required in foundational and technical education needed for a U.S. first degree for a physical therapist
assistant. Coursework completed may not be identical in all respects to a U.S. first degree for a physical
therapist assistant, but all required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework,
but may not be in the essential areas of technical education or of such magnitude that the education is
not deemed to be at the entry-level of preparation for work in the United States.

Technical Skills: Psychomotor processes/procedures supported by affective and cognitive
processes/procedures that constitute patient/client interventions. The skills must be integrated to achieve
the most effective interventions and optimal outcomes. (A Normative Model of Physical Therapist
Assistant Education: Version 2007, p.135)

Transcript Reference; Official documentation from the academic institution of courses completed,
grades assigned, and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the exceptional cases
where an official transcript does not exist within the institution, an alternative official document may be
considered.

Rev. 2012-12
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INTRODUCTION
The Coursewqu Tool for Foreign Educated Physical Therapist Assistants (PTA Tool 2007) was developed
by tﬁé Federation of State Boards of Physical Theraby (FSBPT) in response to the 2008 published
regulation number CMS-1385 by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for Medicare
reiﬁ'a‘bursement., This CMS regulation requires a foreign educated physical therapist assistant to show
certification of education which is substantially equivalent to an entry-level physical therapist assistant’s

education in the United States.

PTA-Tool 2 was devé!oped by the Federation in 2017 to addréss‘ the changés in the Commission on
Accreditation of Physical Therapy (CAPTE) updates to the Evaluative Criteria for accredited PTA programs.
The PTA-Tool 2 was approved and adopted by the Board of Directors in February of 2017 with

recommended implementation February 15, 2017.

It refiects the minimum fbundationa% studi’es and applied science and technical education for substantfa
equivafence at the time of graduation with respect to a US first degree for a physical therapist assistant.
Coursework Tools should not be ihterprétedas the sole determinant of an individual’s educational
preparation or competence to work as a physical therapist assistant. CWT PTA-tool 2 is validated against

the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education’s (CAPTE) P74 Standards and Recga/‘rea*

Elements for PT Assistant Education Programs effective January 1, 2016,

PTA- Tool 2 may be used by credentialing organizations and educational programs. In addition, it may be
used as a self-evaluation method to guide foreign educated physical therapists assistants in comparing

their education to US standards.
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THE USE OF THE COURSEWORK TOOL

The PTA Tool 2is to be used to assess those candidates who are applying for licensure or certification aé .
PTAs in a US jurisdiction, or who are working in a setting providing services to clients who qualify for CMS
funding. Finding substantial equivalency alone does not qualify an individual to work as a PTA. The finding
of equivalency, however, may be a determinant in allowing a candidate to sit for the PTA National

Physical Therapy Examination.

The role of the physical therapist assistant has historically been identified and labeled in the US as one of
a paraprofessional who is uniquely educated to assist the physical therapist in the provision of physical
therapy services. PTA education in the US is at the post-secondary level of education, and results in an
Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.), Associate of Science (A.S.) or an Associate of Arts (A.A.) degree.

Programs are generally two years in length. The emphasis of PTA education is in the area of intervention.

US PTA curriculum consists of Folindational Studies and Applied Sciences and Technical Education.
Foundational Studies include required content in English Composition within the humanities, and
social/behavioral sciences. Content in natural sciences, is required however the content may be
embedded in the Applied Sciences coursework. The Applied Sciences and Technical Education include a
minimum of 60 semester credits to address basic health science, medical science: General Medical
Knowledge, Clinical Science: Physical Therapy Management, Clinical Decision Making within the Plan of
Care developed by the PT, data collection skills, therapeutic interventions, supervised clinical work and

additional required technical coursework.

At the time of this publication, FSBPT has identified at least seven foreign PTA programs, located

primarily in Canada and Europe.
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 OVERVIEW

Summary

The applicant must meet the requirement of not less than seventy-five semester credit hours, The
minimum coursework requirements, in and of themselves, do not necessarily satisfy the requirements of
the entry-level physical therapist assistant degree. The applicant must have completed sufficient credits
to satisfy the requirement for at least two years of post-secondary education. The applicant must also
meet any jurisdiction-specific requirements.

Foundational Studies |

Foundational Studies include required content in English Composition within the humanities,
and social/behavioral sciences. Content in natural sciences, is required however the content
may be embedded in the Applied Sciences coursework.

The applicant must meet the specific requirements in the jurisdiction where they are seeking licensure.

Humanities -

a. English e. Literature
b. English composition* £ At
¢. Speech or oral g. Music

communication
d. - Foreign language (other
than native language)
*required

Physical / Natural / Blolog;cal Scnences
a. Physics :
b. Biology

¢. Anatomy

d. Physiology

e. Chemistry

f. Zoology

Social/Behavioral Science

a. History f. Psychology
b. Sociology g Philosophy
¢. Economics. h. Ethics

d. Religion

e, Poimca! Science

Mathematics/ LDQIC Not Requu‘ed

a. Statistics e. Caleuius
b. Algebra f. Trigonometry
¢. Pre-calculus g. Geometry

“h. General Math

h. Native Languages
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Applied Science & Technical Education

Forty-nine semester credits shall be the minimum required in applied science and technical education.

1. Basic Health Science (Coursework is required in each topic listed below.)
a. Human anatomy (specific to physical therapy)
b. Human physiology (specific to physical therapy)
C. Kinesiology or functional anatomy
d. Pathology
e. Nervous System
f. Musculoskeletal System
g. Cardiovascular System
h. Respiratory System
i Integumentary System
j. Endocrine/Metabolic Systems
k. Gastrointestinal System
L Genital and Reproductive Systems
m. Hematologic, Hepatic/Biliary Systems
n. Immune System
0. Renal and Urologic Systems
2. Medical Science: General Medical Knowledge of systems across the lifespan
a. Pediatric Conditions
b. Geriatric Conditions
3. Clinical Science: PT management of:

a. Integumentary System
b. - Musculoskeletal System
c. Neuromuscular System
d. Cardiopulmonary System
e. First Aid/Emergency Care

4. Clinical Decision Making Within the Plan of Care Developed by the PT:
interpret the components of the Plan of Care developed by the PT.

Health Record Review

Discontinuation of episode of care/Discharge planning

Report any Changes in patient status

Withhold intetventions beyond the scope of work for the PTA

o000

5. Data Collection Skills (17 skills are required)

6. Intervention Skills (9 skills and Associated Subcategories are required)

7. Clinical Education
a. 520 hours
b. Deliver physical therapy services to patients/clients with a variety of diseases/conditions.
C. Experiences must occur in at least 2 different types of practice settings.

The clinical education component includes organized and sequential experiences coordinated with the
didactic component of the curriculum, which may include integrated and full-time experiences, which
are supervised by a clinical supervisor who is a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant. The
maximum number of full-time clinical education credits is 15. 48 clock hours equal 1 semester unit.
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Additional Required Technical Coursework
a. Role of the PTA
i Direction and supervision of the PTA by the PT
ii. Interprofessional collaboration.
b. Professional Ethics and Behaviors
s Ethical Behaviors
i * Ethical Decision Making
Administration
Educational Techniques '
Communication (related to client/ patlent care)
* Documentation/Billing
Medical Legal Issues and Healthcare Dei;very
i, International Classifications of Disabilities
Psychosocial Aspects in PT Work
Evidence Based Practice
Patient and Healthcare Provider Safety
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PTA EVALUATION CHECKLIST
Foundational Studies

l. Foundational Studies

A. HUMANITIES:
One course minimum.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. English

2. English Composition™®

3. Speech or Oral Communication

4. Foreign Language (other than
native language)

5. Literature

Art

6.
7. Music
8. Native Languages

Humanities subtotal

* Required

B. NATURAL SCIENCE:

Physical Sciences & Biological Sciences
This content area may be embedded within
Applied Sciences, thus evidence Found In is
acceptable.*

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

Physics

Biology

Anatomy*

Physiclogy*

Chemistry

A Pl I Bl

Zoology

Natural Science subtotal

C. SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE:

One course minimum.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

1. History

Sociology

Economics

Religion

Political Science

Psychology

Philosophy

OINJOORIWIN

Ethics

Social & Behavioral Science subtotal
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MATHEMATICS: - | CREDIT
Not required HOURS

©w

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

Statistics.

Algebra

Trigonometry

Calculus.

Pre-Calculus

Geometry

General Mathematics

QINIOIOTIREWIN

_Computer Studies §

~Mathematics/Logic subtotal

SUBTOTAL FOUNDATIONAL STUDIES CREDITS:

- IIl. Applied Sciences & Technical Education

Sixty (60) semester credits are required in this area.

A. BASIC HEALTH SCIENCE: CREDIT
Coursework is required in 1-16. HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE |  JUSTIFICATION

1. Human Anatomy

2. - Human Physiology

3. Kinesiology or Functional
Anatomy

Pathology

Nervous System

Cardiovascular Systems

Respiratory System

4
5,
6. Musculoskeletal System
7
8
9

integumentary System

- 10. Endocrine / Metabolic
Systems

11. Gastrointestinal System

12. Genital and Reproductive
Systems

13. Hematologic, Hepatic /
Biliary Systems

14. Immune System

15. Lymphatic System

16. Renal and Urologic Systerms

Basic Health Science Subtotal |

B. MEDICAL SCIENCE:
General Medical Knowledge CREDIT
of Systems across the lifespan: HOURS

Coursework must include but is not limited ST
1o 1-2 ‘

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE JUSTEF]CATION

1. Pediatric conditions -

2. QGeriatric conditions

Medical Science subtotal
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C. CLINICAL SCIENCE: Physical
Therapy Management of: CREDIT
PTA coursework must include but is not { HOURS
limited to areas 1 ~ B.

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE JUSTIFICATION

1. Integumentary System

Musculoskeletal System

Cardiopulmonary System

2
3. Neuromuscular System
4
5

First Aid/ Emergency Care

Clinical Science subtotal

D. CLINICAL DECISION MAKING CREDIT TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE JUSTIFICATION
WITHIN THE PLAN OF CARE HOURS
DEVELOPED BY THE PT:

1. interpret the components of the
Plan of Care (POC) developed by
the PT.

2. Heaith Record Review

3. Discontinuation of Episode of
care./ Discharge Planning

4, Report any changes in
patient/client status

5. Withhold interventions beyond the
scope of work for the Physical
~ therapist assistant '

E. DATA COLLECTION SKILLS CONTENT AREA SUMMARY
Indicate content area that you found evidence for items 1 - 17. All are required.

Data collection skills content areas include but are not Credit TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE
limited to the following: Hours

1. Aerobic capacity and Endurance

Anthropometric characteristics

Mental functions/Arousal, mentation, and cognition

Assistive Technology/Assistive Devices

Gait, locomotion, and balance

Wheelchair Management and mobility

integumentary integrity

Joint integrity and mobility

oloi~ololalwlv

Muscle performance (including strength, length tone
and endurance)

10. Neuromotor development:

11. Pain

12. Posture

13. Range of motion
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i4.

Physical environment and measure of physical
spaces

15

Safety and barriers i in the home, commumty and work

environments

{ 16.

Functional status/ (ADL & IADL), including
standardized questionnaire

17.

‘Ventilation, respiration, and circulation

Adapted from the PTA Standards with Evidence, Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education; 2015

F. INTERVENTION CONTENT AREA SUMMARY
Indicate the content area for which you found evidence for items 1- 9b All are requwed

Intervention content areas include, but are not limited to,

the following:

Credit Hours TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE

L

Airway Cleararnce Techniques

1 A. Breathing exercises

1 B. Coughing technigues

1 C. Secretion mobilization

Application of Devices and Equipment

2 A. Assistive/adaptive devices

2 B. Prosthetic and orthotic devices

Biophysical Agents:

"~ 3 A. Biofeedbhack

"3 B. Compression Therapies

3 C. Cryotherapy

3 D. Electrotherapeutic Agents

3B, Hydrotherapy -« = w= e e

3 F. Superficial and Deep Thermal Agents

- 3G, Traction

3 H. Light therapies

Functional Training in Self-Care and in Domestic,

Education, Work, Community, Social, Cmc Life

Manual Therapy Technique

5 A. Passive range of mot ion

5 B. Massage -

Motor Function Training

Patient/Client Education

Therapeutic Exercise

oo INe

Wound Management:

9 A, Isolation and sterile techni iques

9B, Dressings-
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G. CLINICAL EDUCATION

CREDIT
HOURS**

TRANSCRIPT
REFERENCE

JUSTIFICATION

Two clinical internships. Total clinic
hours = 520 hours

#%  Maximum number of full time clinical education credits is 15.00. Forty-eight clock hours equal one semester credit.

Clinical experiences:

Yes
No

TRANSCRIPT/DOCUMENT
REFERENCE

1. Deliver physical therapy services 10

patients/clients with a variety of diseases and

conditions settings

2. Occur in at least 2 different types of practice

settings

H. ADDITIONAL REQUIRED TECHNICAL
COURSEWORK:
Coursework is required in areas 1-10.

CREDIT
HOURS

TRANSCRIPT REFERENCE JUSTIFICATION

1. Role of the PTA within patient /client
management

1 A. Direction and supervision of the PTA
by the PT.

1 B. Inter-professional collaboration

2. Professional Ethics and Behaviors

2 A. Ethical Behaviors

2 B. Ethical Decision Making
3 Administration '

4 Educational Techniques

5 Communication {related to client/patient
care)

6 Documentation/Billing

7 Medical Legal Issues in Healthcare
Delivery

7A. International Classifications of
Disabilities

8 Psychosocial Aspects in Physical
Therapy Work

9 Evidenced Based Practice

10. Patient and Healthcare Provider Safety

Related Technical Coursework subtotal

SUBTOTAL TECHNICAL EDUCATION CREDITS (60 minimum):
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IIL. ACADEMIC INSTITUTION

Descnbe the academ:c level of the educatxonal program and the mstltu!:ton w:thm the
context of the country s educattonal syst:em. e

1. ' Status ,(regogﬂitign[accreditation) within the country’s educational system:

2. Entry requirements (minimum of secondary education):

3. Degree equivalence (Associate of Science, etc.):

4. Other (CAPTE acéreditation! ete.):

“IV. Summary

’ ‘kf;f’l:}mber of
Credits

Total Technical Education Credsts (60 mlmmum)

‘Totai Credits (75 mmamum)

75 credits = Two years of study mciudmg summer sessmns based upon the CAPTE Annual Report
2015, :
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DEFINITIONS

Adequate: Coursework satisfies the requirement that the level of complexity and scope of the content in
a course or courses meets established standards necessary for the entry-level assocdiate’s degree.

Clinical Education: That portion of a program that is conducted in the healthcare environment rather
than the academic environment. That aspect of the curriculum is where students’ learning occurs directly
as a function of being immersed within physical therapy work. These experiences comprise all of the
formal and practical “real-life” learning experiences provided for students to apply classroom knowledge,
skills, and professional behaviors in the clinical environment. {4 Normative Model of Physical Therapist
Assistant Education: Version 2007, p 129.)

Clinical Sciences: The curricular content which addresses the systems approach to medical and surgical
conditions frequently encountered. This component of the curriculum includes content about the
cardiopulmonary, integumentary, musculoskeletal, and neuromuscular systems. Clinical science content is
related to work expectations which include the specific responsibilities of patient history, data collection,
and intervention. Content includes both diseases that require direct intervention of a physical therapist for
management and diseases that affect conditions being managed by physical therapists across systems. (4
Normative Model of Physical Therapist Education. Version 2007, p. 112.)

Clock Hour: Fifty to sixty minutes or as determined by the policy of the institution.

Comments: Validation of transcript references. Identifies specific references within official institutional
records where content area(s) may be found. These references may be in the form of educational
objectives, listing of course content, course syllabi, test questions, or other curricular documents.

Content Area: Component competencies as designated by the Fvaluative Criteria for Accreditation of
Educational Programs for the Preparation of Physical Therapist Assistants (adopted April 2006, effective July
1, 2007)

Course: A series of study which is taught at the post secondary level and results in an official transcript
of record with assigned grade, a course description and syllabus, and credit can be verified by the
institution. Credit is either assigned by a semester of 15 weeks plus exam week or is converted to
semester hours based on 16 weeks of study.

Credit Hour: A semester credit hour must include at a minimum: 15 hours of lecture, or 30 hours of
laboratory, or 48 hours of clinical education.

Foundational (Basic) Sciences: Essential content that contributes to the development and
understanding of physical therapy to include sciences that can be described as basicand applied and as
biological, physical, and behavioral(A Normative Model of Physical Therapist Assistant Education: Version
2007, Page 132) '

Grades: grades must equate to a "C” average in the United States. No failing grades should be accepted.
Credentialing decisions for conversion of grades or semester credits should follow accepted guidelines as
published in acceptable and recognized country codes and “International Reference Guides.” This includes
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but is not limited to P.LE.R., NAFSA pubiications or AACROA publications.

Intervention: The purposefu! and skilled interaction with the patient/cl ient, and, when appropriate, w;th
other individuals involved in care, using various methods and techniques to produce changes in the
~ patient’s/client’s condition consistent with the diagnosis and prognosis. (Guide to Physical Therapist
" Practice Second Edition, Jan. 2001 p. 537), A Normative Model of Physzca/ Therap;.st Assxstant Education:
Verswn 2007 p. 133) : ,

‘Standards Foundational requirements of an established professmn to determine entry-level

: p;’ofessnona!/ technical requirements for physnca! therapists and physical therapist assistants. In physrcal
‘therapy, The Guide to Physical Therapist Practice Second Edjtion, A Normative Model of Physical Therapist
Assistant Education: Version 2007, and Evaluative Criteria for Accreditation of Education Programs for the
Preparat;on of Phys:ca/ Ti’?erapist Ass:sfants serve as resources for settmg these requ&rements

Substantlally Eqmva!ent The mdmdual has satisfi ed or exceeded the minimum number of credits
required in foundational and technical education needed for a U.S. first degree for a physical therapist
assistant. Coursework completed may not be identical in. all respects to a U.S. first degree for a physical.
. therapist assistant, but all required content areas are evident. Deficiencies may be noted in coursework,
but may not be in the essential areas of technical education or of such magnitude that the educat on is
not deemed to be at the entry-level of preparatton for work in the United States.

Techmcal Skills: Psychomotor processes/procedures supported by affective and cognitive
processes/procedures that constitute patient/client interventions. The skills must be integrated to achieve
the most effective interventions and optimal outcomes. (A4 Normative Mode/ of Phys;ca/ Therapist

: As.szsfant Educabon Version 2007 p 135)

Iranscnpt Reference: Official ciecu‘m‘entation from the academic institution of courses ccmpie’ted,
grades assigned, and degree conferred in the form of an official transcript. In the exceptional cases
where an official transcnpt does not exist within the mststut on, an alternative official document may be
considered, :
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