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STATE 6F CAUFORNIA-STAT.E ·AND 'CONSUMER .SJ:RVJCES AGENCY· ..EDMUND .G•.BROWN .JR., Govurnci 

'DEPARTMENT OF · 

1020 ·N STREET, SACRAMENTO, CALlFORNIA 9.5Bl..i&::nsumer. 
(9J:6·) -41>5-421·6~A'ffOI1rs .. 

July 22, :1980 

Garre.t·t :F~ Cuneo 'Leg.a:L 0-p •. 'No. B0-18 
..Ex-ecutive Set:-r~ta:ry 

. :Board o:f Ch:iioprac.t:ic ::Exa1ll:i.ner.s 
92l .llth S:t.:re.e:t, Su:I.te 6.02 
Sac-ra'Iilento., CA 9581.4 

:Dea:r ~-· Cuneo:: 

J'o·:u:r J.e-t±er of .June ·:1·6, 1..980, :to .Ricl:ia-r.d S:Pohn., J).:irec.to-r .q:f Con·sul!le-r 
.A'f:fa.i:rs., ;.Tas -r·efer:red to t'h-e .deJ!artment:aJ. Legal O:f·f::I.·c.e :fo·r ·reJ>1:y .• 

"The-r·e:in. :You contend· t"f:at adv:i·ce rendered 'b:y 'this of:f::I. c.e· '1ll.ay b.e .. 
:i-n:terJlret·ed :t·o .hold tha:t :Ph:ys:icaJ. the:t:.a]l.:ists :m.a:y enga,ge :i:n SJl:i:nal 
':lllan:i-puJ.at:i.on w:h:l.:C:h. :is :th.e -pract:i.ce a·:f . c1L'i.:ro:p:rac:t'i.c ... · · . . - . 

.A:t :iss·u-e :is .a :p:roc.ea-u:re 'kriow.n .as .B'p'i'Il.a:l :mo"b:il:Lza-:t:::ion utilized 'by s·o!lle 
·Jl'hy.s·ic.a'l tne-iap:ists :f.ox .Physica:J. '!'ehab:i:litati:ve 'P.urpos·es. This tec-h
:ni·q·ue :is use.d fo:r ±be :Purpo.se · o:£ :mo"bil'i.z.in:g j oint.s .tc; :i"..lc.re.a·se :the 
.a'V'a:i..lab:!.:L::i.ty of· j 6.:i.:nt l!loti.on.. .Th:i.s tecb:n::i.que .:fs us.ed ·.ii:l. t'he -:the'!'a-peutic 
·t:reat'lllent o:f j·o:ints .ot'h.er t:han the !=!Jl:i:ne as we:ll.. .Mo1>i.~i.zat:!.on of ·the 
s-p:ine ·and o tbe:r 'j o::l.:nts t:h:rciugh the :u·se of '!'otati.on an.il otber ·p.hy.si caJ.· 

·. :p:res·sure c.onstitu'te.s in .ou:r.: ·.o-pin:;!.on th·e use .o£ -phys:ic.al -pr.o-p.e:r:t:ies in·
c1.uding -pass-ive exe·.rc.is.e :fo:r t'he .t:re.atl!le:ci:t; o:f phy,s:ica~ 
j_s S.P ec.:i:f:!..call:y p.utliorize.d :in :t'h-e -p'.hys:ic.al :th.e:ra-p:ist'' :s 
-whic'h :is se·t ..:f'oit:h ·in 'Sect:io.n 26.20 o:f th.e-l>us.:i.ness a·nd 
'The:t:.efore., -we ·do not believe. that a ::ph'ys·i:cal the-:ra-p.i.st 
beyond his or he.r legal sc.o.-pe o.£ -pract':i:ce by u-t:'il:Li:in,g 

We are and hav.e "bee-r! lll.i,;,·aful pf :the opinions i:ssued b-y 

cond:iti.ons a,.na 
s c.o-pe ~:f ·-p:rac'tice 
l'ro.f.e.s.s':io:ns Cb~e, 
i.s :p:rac.t:i.c.:ing 
s·uch t.ecbni.que .• 

tbe Attorney 
Ge·ne.:ral :regardi'Ilg tne -p.:ra·ctice 't;>f. c.h:i:~.op-rac.tic by a p:hy~ical ·th·er.a-pist 
(59 Ops.Cal.Att-y..Ge'Il. 7~ 39 Ops.·Cal.Atty.Gen. 169). In our opini.on ·the 

,per:fo.rmance of j oi"D,--:t· .m~biliza·tion ·by a pbys·ical ~hera-p:i..st is n.o:t the 
.adj-ust1Ilent and 1ll.an.ipulation .o;E' nard tiss·ues as a .ch:Lropractic t.echnique . 
.Joint. mob.:i.liz·ation ~e:.r:E'~r1nea "by .Physical the·ra:p:is·ts is not done for the 

. pu'!'-pose of trea,tin·g or ,Prevent'i'Ilg d'ise·ase.s o.r fo·r mai·nta.ining the 
I structural .and functi.onal in·teg'rity o.f tbe :ne'rvous system and i·.s thus 
I not the p.r:act'ice of .chiropractic. · (.£!.. Title 16 ·C.al.Adm.Code S·ectio·n 

302), .. . .... 

.In f·a:ct, th.e Attorney Gen.e.rp.~ re.cognized in 59 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 7 a·t 
page 12 'tbat.: 

http:Gen.e.rp
http:opini.on
http:the-:ra-p.i.st
http:p'.hys:ic.al
http:phys:ic.al
http:o-pin:;!.on
http:otati.on
http:l!loti.on
http:i"..lc.re
http:Purpo.se
http:pract:i.ce
http:lllan:i-puJ.at:i.on
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compar:Lscin ·of the statutory ae:E:Lnition of ·physical :theraP.y .and 
the accepted definition of chir.qp'!'.ac::.:tic, and specificall-y the definition 
adopted -:by tbe :Boa'!'d of Chiropr.act:i..c :Exa:m:i.ners in section .302., Ti:t1.e ;t.6., 
California .Administrati-ve Code., 'Xeveals ··that phy.sical ·the:rapy and chiro
pr.acti.c each :invo1.ve the use ·of -physica1. agents used 'by :the. other. We do 
not believe that this common use of agents -presents· a 1!laj6:~: problem be-

a cl).:i.:+opractor :Ls p:roh:i.b:Lted by .Section 2630. £rom 'JI::t'actidng ·J?'hys:Lc::.a:l 
·ther~py as such and a phys:lca1. -therapist :Ls -p'!'cihibi:ted 'by sec:t'ion· is oi · 
the Ch:lrqprac~ic .Act from -practicing ··chiropractic.• '! · (Emphasis .added.,.) 

We :Primarily v:Lew this contri:rve:r~y ·n:ot as .a :m.att·er- o:E leg_a1. 'i~terpreta.t.io-n P 

.'but an 'int·.erp-:rofessi.onal squab'b1.E?, often :re:Eerr·ed ·to as ..a ":tur:f· battle, n 
The:refore., any ·f·uture meetings on ·i:.h.is. -matt·er :Would :not :pr,oduc·e an:y 
a']?-p'l:'eciab:l.e b-~ne:f:i::ts to the -pa'Xties involved~·· '!'le beJ..ie:ve thi·s letter t·o 
be .disp·os'iti-ve oi the :lss.ues. :at hand .• 

GU.S. :E.. 'S'KA'R.li.KI S 
C.h:Le:f Co un·s el 

GES ::.slc 

c. c.: ·llic.ha"''a .S"Pohn 
.Dona:ld 	 j . W.he·e'J.-er 

Phy·s ic.a~ .Th'e:ra-py :Exam:i:n.i·ng C.o'lllm.ittee 
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